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God’s Hand 


By Sally Neill Roach 
“The hand of God hath touched me.”—Job 19 : 21 


OD touched with chastening hand 
That did not pause nor spare,— 
The while I shrank in pain, 
And all my tears were vain 
Until I learned Him there, 
And kissed his chastening hand. 


God touched with healing hand 
That pressed each wound-he made,— 
And oh! that touch was sweet, 
As there before his feet 
My erst strong will was laid 
Beneath his healing hand. 


God touched with strength’ning hand,— 
And I, once fainting, stood, 
And felt delicious thrill, 
As, learning his sweet will, 
I came to know how good 
That wondrous, strength’ning hand. 


God touched with loving -hand, 
Whose pressure-is so dear! 
So gentle, firm, and true! 
Whate’er life’s foes may do, 
How can I faint or fear 
Beneath that loving hand ? 








The Sign by the Roadside 


We need not fear to do what we can in speaking 
for Christ in the midst of glaring worldliness. We 
need not feel that testimony requires an organized 
outfit. The occupants of an automobile, speeding in 
the early morning along a much-traveled highway, 
noticed many sign-boards pointing to roadside drink- 
ing bars. The world was flaunting itself along that 
traveled road by many indications of its presence. In 
a comparatively lonely place surrounded by scrub 
pines and sandy garden tracts was a small house close 


to the road, and in front of it a post with a swinging 
blackboard sign, beside which an old man Stood. It 
was too early for many persons to be on the road, 
but he had evidently cleaned the blackboard very 
carefully, and was writing upon it in white chalk, 
“Prepare to meet thy God.” As the machine sped 
past him, the man who was driving said quietly, 
“Well, every one of us can do a little anyway, and he 
is trying to do what he can.” It was a very humble 
human being who was thus trying to speak to the 
passersby, but he was speaking with a voice tran- 
scehding the limitations of place and time and human 
ability. Are we doing .s much as his little? 


- r mgs 
The Real “Critic” 


It is a serious thing to critize a just judge. Dr. 
Griffith Thomas at the Princeton Conference said 
that the word “disce: er” in Hebrews 4:12 is the 
Greek word “kritikos,” and carries the meaning of 
“a critic.” “The word of God... is a critic [dis- 
cerner] of the thoughts and intents of the heart.” 
Volumes of psychological study are required to dis- 
criminate between what is soul and what is spirit in 
a man, but the Bible does that when it simply and 
easily reveals man to himself. If the Higher Critics, 
and all other critics, would let the Bible criticize 
them, they themselves would cease to be critics. 
“One cannot pass upon the beauties of a stained glass 
window from the outside of a church. You have to 
get inside of the Bible,” said Dr. Griffith Thomas, “to 
understand it.” 

a 


Praying the Price 


Only a few Christians in America believe in 
prayer. When Dr. Goforth returned to Canada after 
his revival experiences in China and Korea, where 
he was accustomed to mid-week — prayer-meetings 
crowded to overflowing with eager, expectant Chris- 


tians, he attended a prayer service at home where 
he and two or three others were the only members 
on hand within a few minutes of the time to start. 
“I do not know why it is our people do not come to 
prayer-meeting,” said the elder who was seated be- 
side Dr, Goforth. “Because they do not believe in 
prayer,” was the answer that startled the elder. Dr. 
Goforth told at Princeton Conference about the se- 
crets of the revival in Korea. The Korean Chris- 
tians paid the price. The editorial on this page, 
which gives a few impressions of Princeton Confer- 
ence, reveals that the same praying will bring the 
same results in America. At the close of the edi- 
torial this truth was emphasized, but the compositor 
made an error in setting up the type for the word 
“pay” and the sentence read: “The same living God 
that swept Korea and India and Wales is ready to 
sweep America if Christians will pray the price.” 
That letter “r” which got in by mistake contains a 
whole commentary on the price of revivals. 


x 


Are You a Missionary Comrade? 


What a pity to go to Bohemianism for “the 
spirit of camaraderie,” when the New Testament kind 
is available! Of the various kinds of “fellowship” 
of which Paul speaks, one of the finest is that men- 
tioned in Philippians, the first chapter. His thought 
is well rendered in Conybeare and Howson’s trans- 
lation: “I thank my God... for your fellowship 
in forwarding the Glad Tidings.” We have read 
thrilling stories of the transmission of a pardon to 
a condemned man. Friends intercede for it, the 
Governor issues it, horsemen in relays speed with it, 
the executioner receives it, and his deputies unchain 
the prisoner. All have had fellowship in forwarding 
the good tidings to the condemned man. If you are 
not having this wonderful fellowship, in praying, or 
giving, or going, you may be holding back the news 
of the pardon from a man about to go down to the 
doom of the second death, 


“Letting Go and Letting God” at Princeton 


versity town of Princeton, New Jersey, were 

surprised on a July evening to notice a company 
of young men and women, with a few older men, 
making preparations for a meeting at the main cross- 
roads of the town. One young man was sketching 
something with white chalk on the asphalt street. 
Those who remained to watch saw three crosses 
taking shape, the one in the center larger than the 
others; over the crosses was printed, “Saved by 
Grace”; between them “John 3:16,” and at the bot- 
tom, “Jesus Saves.” When the design was com- 
pleted a cornet spoke out loud and clear and the 
company began singing Gospel hymns. There fol- 
lowed very brief but very direct and pointed mes- 
sages on salvation through Christ, and on the meaning 
ef John 3:16, which was contained in the little 
Gospel that was offered as a gift to any one who 
would promise to read it. 

At that street mee.ing was a group of six or eight 
ycung men who belonged to a National Guard com- 
pany that was in training near by. None of these 
young men responded to the public invitation to ac- 
cept Christ. But beside the four short public talks 
at this street meeting there were dozens of personal 
talks going on, and more than one after-meeting was 
held. In one of these little side groups the National 
Guard boys were listening intently to a manly young 
fellow of their own age who was telling how he had 
found Christ and how God had lifted him out of a 
life of sin. As one outcome of this after-meeting 
a group of the Princeton Conference boys,—for it 


Sees of the residents of the famous old uni- 


This is a personal account of the lutest Princeton Conference by 
one who has been at its center from its beginning in 1913, and who 
expects in a few months to leave America for missionary service 
in the Dark Continent, under the Africa Inland Mission,—Robert C. 
McQuilkin. 

_ Another full page on Princeton Conference witl be found elsewhere 
in this issue (page 444); and still further word on the outstanding 
blessings of the Conference will be published later. 


was they who were holding this Gospel service,— 
were invited to have a meeting in the armory on the 
next Sunday morning. 

At the time set on Sunday morning a group of 
half a dozen young men from the Conference were 
on hand, with a supply of hymn books and Gospels, 
and a cornet. Only a dozen or so of the National 
Guard boys were present, many of them having gone 
home over Sunday. Three of them were plainly un- 
der the influence of drink, some were smoking 
cigarettes, and altogether it was quite an informal 
meting. One of the company was a lad of about 
sixteen or seventeen, with a clean, handsome face, 
and offered quite a contrast to most of the others, 
who were deeper in the experience of evil. This lad 
had joined the National Guard only eight weeks be- 
fore, and up to that time he had not known the taste 
of liquor. Probably a mother’s heart anxiously fol- 
lowed that boy into his new experience. He soon 
learned to drink. He was present at one of the 
street meetings held by Princeton Conference dele- 
gates, and in boy fashion he made fun of the per- 
formance. During the meeting in the armory, after 
one of the talks, he left the room with another lad, 
who tried to persuade him to stay away. But he 
returned after they had gotten what they went for: 
he had gone out for a drink of liquor. 

When the invitation to accept Christ was given, 
this handsome young lad was the first on his feet. 
Then others rose, but evidently some did not know 
the full meaning of the step. It was after the meet- 
ing was over, when one or two stayed to talk per- 
sonally with the boys, that the real triumph was won. 
Four _were radiantly clear in their acceptance of 
salvation in Christ; cigarettes disappeared and their 
faces lighted up with joy. They took a supply of 
Gospels to give to their fellows. 

_ There are fifty some men belonging to this Na- 
tional Guard group. “Is there one man in youe com- 
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pany that takes a stand for Christ and lives as a 
Christian should?” one of the Conference boys asked 
an earnest member of the group in the armory 
meeting. 

“I do not know one,” was the reply. 

For more than one reason I begin the story of my 
impressions of the 1917 Princeton Confer nce wit 
these incidents that gr w ot. of one of the street 
meetings. These meetings had nothing to do with 
the regular Conference program; they were not 
scheduled nor planned for; they were just part of 
the overflow. A number of conversions resulted on 
the street, largely through personal work. Several 
others who were brought into the evening platform 
meetings of the Conference accepted Christ. Directly 
or indirectly as the result of these street meetings 
twenty-three confessed Christ as Saviour; and this is 
only a part of the story of the conversions that re- 
sulted from the Conference. “If there is a real re- 
vival among Christians, unsaved ones will always be 
brought to Christ,” some one has said. There was 
a real revival among several hundred Christian peo- 
ple at the Conference that met from July 14 to 22 
in Princeton. 

“Other conferences tell you what you can do for 
Jesus,” said a young man to some friends who were 
considering going to Princeton Conference. “But 
this Conference tells you what Jesus can do for you.” 
It is important to emphasize methods of doing Chris- 
tian work; it is ne®essary that Christians should 
know that they are saved to serve. But beyond all 
else to-day Christians need to know whet Christ is 
doing for them. Of course, there are other confer- 
ences blessedly proclaiming all Princeton stands 
for. The great burden of the message of the 
Apostles to the Church of their day, and of all 
time, was not service, not directly urging them 
to soul-winning; the ever urgent, pleading message 
of the inspired Apostles was for Christians to ap- 
propriate the full salvation that was theirs in Christ. 
Princeton Conference exists primarily to reveal to 
Christians what their possessions in Christ are. 
When Christians “possess their possessions,” soul- 
winning is sure to follow; and the missionary passion 
of the heart of Christ is sure to find expression in 
their lives. That is what happened during those 
eight July days at Princeton. 

Among all the delegates none were more humbly 
eager to learn the secret of victory in Christ than 
the pastors. They came with the burden of their 
people and their great work upon their hearts, but 
deeper than all was the personal need of a full vic- 
tory that they did not know. One minister for years 
had been struggling over the question of just what 
God’s Word promised in the matter. of victory, and 
what God did in a Christian to free him from sin. 
This minister was acquainted with all the various 
theories and doctrines of the Spirit-filled life, but he 
carried a heart burdened with an unsatisfied need. 
The Conference speaker to whom he came for coun- 
sel, realizing the helplessmess of human words, agreed 
to join him in the definite prayer that God would 
that night give him a personal answer to his diffi- 
culty direct from Himself. The Spirit gave him, in 
answer, two verses, so directly that he knew it was 
the living God speaking: “that like as Christ was 
raised from the dead through the glory of the 
Father, so we also might walk in newness of life”; 
and “My grace is sufficient for thee.” He put away 
all his questionings as to exactly what “blessing” he 
was to claim from God, and rested on these suffi- 
cient words. A deep peace came into his heart. And 
then a great God-sent burden came upon him—a 
burden for thirty thousand soldiers who were soon 
to be encamped near his town. He had almost for- 
gotten them during the days he was struggling with 
his own need. So with one pastor after another: 
God sought first to give them the more abundant life 
in their own souls, that this life might overflow to 
others. 

One minister who had known all about the teach- 
ing of the Victorious Life before he came to Prince- 
ton, but who came hungry and unsatisfied, praved- 
with one of the leaders, asking God to give him grace 
for the great needs in his own life, in his home and 
in his church, and make him sufficient to meet them. 

“Do you think God answered that prayer?” his 
friend asked him. 

“I believe He will answer in his own best way.” 

“But you have asked God for very definite things. 
Now be definite in considering whether God has an- 
swered.” ' 

“Well, I suppose he has answered, but I don’t feel 
just right about it.” 

“If God is meeting all your needs, let us thank Him 
for it, altogether apart from feeling.” 

They prayed again, and when the minister’s chil- 
dren were mentioned he broke down in sobs; they 
were walking far off from God. He was evidently 
in real anxiety and all the old uncertainty and dark- 
ness returned. 

“You haven’t surrendered your children 
Lord, have you?” his friend asked. 

Somewhat startled at this way of putting it, he 
soon realized that he had not cast this care upon the 
Lord. His surrender had not been complete, and that 


to the 


was the secret of his failure to claim the gift of 
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Christ’s sufficiency. He then made a clean sweep of 
all that was his, including his dear ones, and en- 
trusted all to Him who is faithful. 

There were a number of girls at the Conference 
who were there for a good time and who were con- 
siderably annoyed at the warm spiritual atmosphere. 
They had no immediate intention of surrendering 
their worldly pleasures and their self life. In 
marked contrast to these there were many young 
women who had yielded everything so far as they 
knew and who were longing to know why they did 
not have satisfaction and victory. One evening, dur- 
ing the after-meeting, when many, under the Spirit's 
guidance, were confessing their sins and taking a 
new stand for Christ, a young girl testified that God 
had convicted her of a feeling of bitterness toward 
a friend who had not treated her right. She yielded 
it, confessed to her friend, and great peace and joy 
had come. Soon after, a young married woman rose 
and said that she was the friend whom Miss M—— had 
spoken of. She had been longing to know if there 
was anything in her life that was keeping Christ’s 
full blessing out. She had surrendered as far as she 
knew. But there had gone completely out of her 
memory the unkind treatment of a little friend in the 
years before her marriage. The whole thing was 
recalled to her,—and her friend was at the Conference, 
though neither had known the other was coming. 
After one of the evening meetings they met and the 
younger girl first confessed her feeling of resentment ; 
then her friend poured out her heart in humble con- 
fession and together they decided to ask God for his 
gift of complete victory over sin and self. 

“We were both seekers,” she said, “and we found 
that you don’t need to have somebody who has vic- 
tory to pray with you. We just took it to Jesus and 
we have never had such happy days as we have since 
enjoyed. Now I love L——,” she said with a radiant 
face in closing her testimony. “And I love every- 
body.” 

These experiences, which were multiplied as the 
Conference days went on, all point to the secret of 
most failures to enter into victory in Christ: the 


surrender to God of self and all self’s possessions | 


and ambitions has not been complete. The Holy 
Spirit will faithfully probe to the bottom the hidden 
things,—the unknown or unconfessed sins,—if we 
give him opportunity. But many learned for the first 
time at Princeton that surrender means not only 
yielding wrong things, but doubtful things. As one 
young man confessed: “I did not admit this thing 
in my life was a sin, because I wanted to keep on 
doing it” And surrender means not only yielding 
doubtful things, but good things: our abilities, our 
(Continued on page 446) 
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What the Resurrection 
Did for the Disciples 


In the Times of June 2, on the Resurrection lesson, 
Mr. Ridgway says, “From that hour they went forth to 
suffer and to die for what they saw,” meaning the 
vision of the empty tomb that Peter and John had. Is 
that statement accurate and literally true? 

As I understand the record these same disciples even 
after the resurrection turned back to their old occupa- 
tion on the lake, albeit they had in their possession all 
the facts that make for the salvation of a lost world, 
yet they had not made a single plan to carry out the 
message they were to preach. And again they want to 
know of Jesus, after the resurrection, if he would at 
that time restore the kingdom to Israel (Acts 1: 6), 
evidently still clinging to their’ mistaken idea that 
Jesus had come to establish an earthly kingdom. 

Is not this the truth of the matter, that these men 
had to have a Pentecostal experience, which they re- 
ceived on that wonderful day of Pentecost, before they 
were ready “to suffer and to die for what they saw’? 
And not until they received this experience did they 
fully understand the relation of Jesus’ death and resur- 
rection to the spiritual kingdom he came to establish? 

. As also the promise of Jesus made to them, that the 
Spirit would teach them all things, etc.?—A Maine 
Pastor. 


The disciples never “knew” Jesus “and the power 
of his resurrection” (Phil. 3: 10) until the Holy Spirit 
was given to them in His fulness on the day of 
Pentecost (Acts 2: 1-4). Then indeed began in their 
lives an utterly new beginning of being taught “all 
things” by the Spirit. Yet it is also true that from 
the nour when they first realized that Jesus had 
actually been raised from the dead their lives began 
anew, and “they went forth to suffer and to die for 
what they saw.” They did not yet understand what they 
had seen. They did not yet have that glorious and 
supernatural fellowship with their Lord Jesus which 
they were going to have on and after the day of 
Pentecost. They were not yet intelligent, enlight- 
ened; that was to come with the gift of the Spirit; 
but even in the meantime they could never again be 
the men they had been during those dark hours be- 
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tween the crucifixion and the resurrection, or during, 


mg groping, ignorant years preceding the resurrec- 
ion. 

But let us not make the mistake so often made, of 
thinking that the disciples and other Jewish believers 
in Jesus as the Messiah and the Son of God mis- 
takenly thought that he had come tc establish an 
earthly kingdom. They did think that, and with good 
reason; for their Bible, the entire Old Testament, 
expressly declared it. And so does our Bible, Old 
Testament and New, God’s angel Gabriel declared it 
to Mary before the birth of Jesus, as he said to her: 
“And behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and 
bring forth a son, and shalt call his name Jesus. 
He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the 
Most High: and the Lord God shall give unto him 
the throne of his father David” (Luke 1:31, 32). 
Sc many persons make the mistake, utterly unwar- 
ranted by all sound principles ef Bible interpreta- 
tion, of accepting the literal fulfilment of Gabriel’s 
word of prophecy in the first sentences of this decla- 
ration to Mary, but rejecting the last detail as lit- 
eral, and thus “spiritualizing” its meaning away. 
There are seven distinct points made by Gabriel. The 
first six all Christians accept as literally fulfilled. 
Then why not the seventh and last: “And the Lord 
God shall give unto him the throne of his father 
David”? 

It is a blessed fact that the promises of God to the 
Jews, his Chosen People, for their restoration to the 
land that he covenanted to give them forever (Gen. 
13:15), and his pledge to restore his Chosen People 
Israel out of all the lands in which they have been 
dispersed and scattered back to their own land (Jer. 
23:7, 8), which promises have not yet been fulfilled, 
will be fulfilled. These things will come to pass 


when their Messiah our Lord Jesus returns to this - 


earth and establishes on earth his kingdom, as he 
has pledged himself to do. “And to this agree the 
words of the prophets; as it is written, 


After these things I will return, 

And I will build again the tabernacle of David, 
which is fallen; 

And I will build again the ruins thereof, 

And I will set it up: 
PP the residue of men may seek after the 

ord, 
And all the Gentiles, upon whom my name is 
called, 

Saith the Lord, who maketh these things known 
from of old” (Acts 15: 15-18). 


So the question of the disciples after the resur- 
rection of Jesus, and just before his ascension, when 
they “asked him, saying, Lord, dost thou at this time 
restore the kingdom to Israel?” (Acts 1:6) was not 
an ignorant or mistaken question. It was a legiti- 
mate, vital question about the next great event in 
God’s program for this earth, for the Church of 
Christ, and for Israel. The Lord JeSus did not say 
or intimate that they had a mistaken idea, or that 
their question was not a proper one. He did not say 
that he was not going to restore the kingdom to 
Israel, for that would be to deny the Word of God 
through their prophets, our Old Testament, which 
he said he “came not to destroy, but to fulfil” (Matt. 
5:17).- But he simply explained in answer to the 
disciples’ question that it was not for them “to know 
times or seasons [for this coming event], which the 
Father hath set within his own authority.” 

The Church of Christ to-day is not as familiar as 
it should be with God’s Word concerning his coming 
purposes for both Israel and the Church. Current 
events are teeming, as never before since the dis- 
ciples asked that intelligent question of their Lord, 
with facts of thrilling significance in the life of the 
Jews. This subject will be taken up more fully in 
the leading editorial in next week’s issue of The 
Sunday School Times, entitled “When God Winds 
Up His Clock.” That editorial will be the first of 


the announced series of articles on the Jews and ‘ 


God’s plans for the Jews, these articles to continue 
in these columns for some months to come. 

Meantime our Lord asks his Church to be ready 
and watching for his coming (Luke 12: 35-38; Matt. 
24:42; Mark 13: 37). 

Another mistake many Christians have often made 
is to suppose that the angels who spoke to the dis- 
ciples when they were earnestly gazing after the 
Lord Jesus as he had just been “taken up; and a 
cloud received him out of their sight,” were speaking 
in rebuke of the disciples. This does not appear to 
be so at all. Dr. A. J. Gordon has illuminatingly 
said that the word of the angels to those disciples, 
“Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye looking into 
heaven?” (Acts 1:11) was spoken, not in rebuke, 
but in interpretation of what the disciples were prop- 
erly doing. As though the angels said to these men: 
“Do you know why you stand looking into heaven? 
We will tell you. This Jesus, who was received up 
from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner 
as ye beheld him going into heaven.” As Dr. Gor- 
don says, the upward look of the disciples, of the 
church of Christ, after their ascended Lord, is ex- 
actly the look that the Lord Jesus enjoins upon his 
disciples, his Church, for he is to return to them as 
they saw him going. 
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LESSON FOR AUG 26 (2 Kings 25 : 1-21) 








Soldiers’ Mothers 
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When springtime’s greenery brought a message of comfort 
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By Marion Wathen Fox 





~ 


any other springtime that had been. For in this 

year it had seemed to very many that there 
could never be another springtime. To them the 
world must evermore be a dead and lifeless thing 
without beauty and without hope, because their loved 
ones were gone—gone to the battlefields of France. 
Day by day there was that sickening dread of what 
might not the morrow bring of news from the Front. 
So it seemed that even nature, too, must evermore 
remain joyless, gray, and without sign of life or 


T= springtime of 1917 in Canada was not like 


uty. : 

“2 cair't stand it any longer! It’s two months since 
we heard a word and there’s been that big battle 
since. He’s gone the same as Ned. Oh, my boys, 
my boys!” ee 

And as poor heart-broken Mrs. Conwell said it 
she threw herself, in a paroxysm of grief, into the 
nearest chair, rocking herself to and fro. 

Mr. Conwell did not try to comfort her. He 
needed comforting himself. He, too, had hoped for 
some word of their soldier boy to-day. And he, too, 
had dreaded that the day might bring news, even 
while he hoped that news might come. For a while 
he sat there trying to wink back his own tears, Then 
he arose hastily, and said: 

“We must be strong, Martha. 
a soldier’s mother.” 

With this he passed out. ' 

But in less than five minutes he was back with 
a smile on his face. a 

“Mother, come out, I want to show you something, 
he said. ~: 

So “mother” went with him through the back door 
into the garden. And there in the corner he pointed 
in. triumph to a touch of green-yellowish color just 
peeping through the ground. 

“The rhubarb’s up! See, Martha, the rhubarb’s 
up!” he said gleefully as though imparting news of 
an astounding quality. 

So Martha wiped away her tears and fingered lov- 
ingly the bit of resurrected life. 

‘And, I declare, Martha, come here! Just look 
at these currant buds all opening so green and nice. 
Why yesterday, Martha, I looked them over and 
they seemed quite dead-like, but here they are just 
bursting themselves with new life and beauty. 
Martha, do you know the spring’s here!” | 

And as though in confirmation of his words a 
robin from their old apple-tree sent down a gleeful 
twitter. : 

And Martha looked at him, at the robin, at the 
opening buds, at the greenness showing here and 
there, in a kind of wonder; then at last a smile 
lighted her face, and she said: 

“Father, it gives me new strength and hope! 
Seemed as though the springtime just couldn’t come 
this year, but here it is, and everything seems to be 
calling out ‘cheer up, cheer up !’—‘there’s something to 
hope for!’ And, Willi ., it brings back my strength 
and courage a bit. Yes, you were right father, a 
soldier’s mother must be strong and brave.” 

“Say, mother, do you suppose the widow Graham 
has had any word to-day? I noticed her going to 

~the post-office this morning. ‘What say we go over 
and see, and tell her about the spring things?” 


OW in the old days- the widow Graham and 

Martha had little to do with each other, at 
least not for a couple of years back; for they 
had had some falling out at a Ladies’ Aid Meeting 
and had never made it up. But all these things 
were forgotten just now; in the face of real per- 
plexities and sorrows they had disappeared as by 
magic. 

= Graham, sad eyed, came to answer their 

ock. 

“We just came over, neighbor, to ask if you’d had 
any word to-day from your boy at the Front?” 

The widow shook her head sadly. 

“We’re just the same, longing and at the same time 
dreading, but—can you stand it, Mary? We’ve got 
to be strong because, you know, we’re both soldiexs’ 
mothers.” 

All unconsciously Martha had gone back to the old 
“Mary” that she had not called Mrs. Graham since 
they were girls together in the old school. 

So then William gave his news about the spring- 
time things and their message of hope and cheer. 
Then they went out and found the bits of “cheer up” 
springtime things in the widow’s garden, too. 

“Do you know if the Morrisons have had any 
word from Walter? I saw his father hurrying by 
this morning with a letter or something in his hand. 
I thought maybe you'd heard,” asked the widow, 
timidly, for she hadn’t forgotten that William and 


Remember, you’re— 


There is a wide range to “preparedness.” A 
prepared navy has just convoyed prepared troops 
to the ports of France to fight under a seasoned 
commander. Will not this beautiful story from a 
country that has for three years realized the mean- 
ing of war, help to “prepare” soldiers’ mothers 
for bulletins that will soon be flashing over the 
i cables from the front? 











Sam Morrison, his brother-in-law, had scarcely been 
on even speaking terms for years. Martha shook 
her head. 

“Poor souls, they’re anxious enough I supf »se.” 

“When we're this far we'll just run over, Martha; 
who knows but we can give them a cheering up,” said 
William, forgetting evidently that he himself should 
be in need of “cheering up,” and with never a thought 
of the old grievance, But just so do “sorrows hu- 
manize the race.” 

Mrs. Morrison met them at the door. 

“We thought we’d run in and see if you’d had 
any new word from Walter this morning,” said 
William. 

Mrs. Morrison shook her head, but did not trust 
herself to speak. f 

Martha leaned over, put her two hands lovingly 
on her sister-in-law’s shoulder, and said: 

“Clara, we’re both soldiers’ mothers and we'll 
have to be brave and strong.” 

“Yes, we're both ¢-ldiers? mothers!” answered 
Clara, and raised her head proudly as though there 
had been some magic in those words. 

“We've got to be strong and brave,” kept on 
Martha. 

“Yes, I know, Martha, but do you think our 
strength will hold out, no matter what comes?” an- 
swered the other woman, tremblingly. 

“Sam,” broke in William, turning to his brother-in- 
law brightly, “it’s wonderful how things are opening 
up; Martha and I found our rhubarb this morning 
looking as green as you please, and the currant 
buds are out, and it does beat all how those little 
helpless things have the strength to stand all the 
frosts and storms of winter; seems as though they 
must be clean dead by the spring, but they get their 
strength for it somehow.” 


OR a good five minutes and more after William’s 

remarks there was a strange silence in the Morri- 
son kitchen. William’s words had struck home to 
each heart there. Even he had scarcely realized their 
full meaning until spoken. 

Then the same thought came to each mind. Clara 
Morrigon it was who spoke it—timidly: 

“Yes, and the same hand that cares for the frail 
plants and things all through the long, dark, cold, 
stormy days of winter and gives them strength to 
stand it is the same that cares for us.” 

“And gives us strength through all,” added 
Martha. 

“And brings the springtime at last,” continued 
William, 

A look almost of surprise and, indeed, as though 
some one had been whispering a word of wonderfully 
good news to him had brightened up the face of Sam 
Morrison as the others were speaking. Slowly he 
reached his hand to the near-by window-sill where 
an old book lay. He fumbled at its leaves. Then 
his fumbling stopped. And through the old kitchen, 
clear and with a strange note of surprise merging 
to triumph, came the words Sam read aloud from 
the book: 


He giveth power to the faint. And to them that 
have no might he increaseth strength. 

Even the youths shall faint and be weary, and 
the young men shall utterly fall. 

But they that wait upon the Lord shall renew 
their strength. They shall mount up with wings as 
eagles. They shall run, and not be weary. They 
shall walk, and not faint. 

“I—I don’t think I ever heard those words before. 
Read them again, Sam,” said William. 

“William!” objected Martha, “you’ve heard them 
hundreds of times.” ; 

“Maybe so, but they were just a text for a sermon 
then, now they seem new—like as if I never heard 
them before. Read them again, Sam.” 

And Sam read them again. 

“Walk, and not faint?” repeated Martha; “seemed 
as though it was going to be like that with me soon 
if things go on,—as though I just couldn’t even walk 
without fainting.” 


“Yes, but Martha, that says you'll not only walk, 
but you'll run,—and net weary, and you'll mount up,” 
commented William, dazed-like. 

“It’s surely a message for us, neighbors,” said 
Sam. “It seems new to me, too, William—it’s for us, 
all right, for it says, ‘He giveth power to the faint, 
and to them that have no might.’’ 

“Can we ‘wait,’ though—‘wait on the Lord,’ that’s 
what brings the strength,” said Clara fearfully. 

“Oh, it’s a wonderful word!” answered Sam. “It 
means more than prayer; it means life! And, neigh- 
bors, it comes over me now. This is the time for 
us to test His strength, not ours, for it’s the time 
when we know we have no strength of our own. 


Ah, this war! It’s doing wonderful things for 
this old world after all. But let’s ‘wait’ in prayer 
now.” 


O THEY knelt. And such a prayer! For, 

one by one, they “waited,” each without a thought 
of the other, and thinking only of their own great 
need and weakness and of His strength. 

When they rose from their knees William wrung 
Sam’s hand, and said: 

“Brother, it’s more than strength—it’s life! Just 
as the plants out there have some kind of life in 
them that stands the storms and darkness and comes 
up green and bright in the spring. If we ‘wait’ like 
this on Him feelin’ we can do naught and He is 
all, there comes to us a new kind of life that will last 
and keep green and bright. It’s only that life that 
can keep us through these trying days.” 

The two women kissed each other, and Clara said: 

“Now, Martha, we have the strength that will hold 
out and keep us—soldiers’ mothers, no matter what 
comes.” 

And Martha’s answering smile was like a bit of 
the springtime. 

“We'll go in on our way back and give the widow 
Graham the good word. For we're all needin’ 
strength just now and we shouldn’t be keepin’ such 
good news,” said William to his wife. 

But as they came near the widow’s cottage they 
saw through the open window that she was weeping 
and—yes, she was actually singing. As their step 
slackened they heard the words of her song wafted 
through the window. They were: 

“He walks with me, and He talks with me, 
And He tells me I am His own; 
And the joy we share as we tarry there, 
None other has ever known.” 


“lMartha, there’s no need to go in,” smiled William 
as he listened. “She knows about the strength. 
She’s “mounting up with wings as eagles.’” 


* * « * * 


* WAS two days afterward that a rap came on 
widow Graham’s door. She opened it, to find 
again Martha and William. 

‘We just come over, neighbor, to ask—— You've 
had no bad news, I hope?” questioned Wijliam. 

She shook her head, “No bad news,” she answered, 
and added, “I’m a soldier’s mother.” Then she 
hummed softly: 


“He walks with me, and He talks with me.” 


But soon she broke off and talked brightly with 
the neighbors, thinking “I’ll help them to bear up 
and be bright’—never thinking that was their very 
thought in coming to call on her. 

Then they went on to the Morrisons’. We'll keep 
our sorrow to ourselves here, too, William. It will 
make them more anxious for Walter if they know,” 
said Martha. 

“No bad news, Sam, I hope this morning?” asked 
William. 

He shook his head. “No bad news,” he replied, 
and then continued, “‘He giveth power to the faint.’ 
That’s the way we're finding it, isn’t it, Clara?” 

“Yes, and I’m a soldier’s mother,” replied Clara 
with clear eyes. 

Then the Morrisons began to exert themselves to 
brighten up William an! Martha. “We must show 
our strength to them and help keep them bright,” 
they thought. 

And so great was the strength that had been given 
them all, so sure had. been the fulfilment of the 
promise, “They that wait upon the Lord shall re- 
new their strength, they shall mount up with wings,” 
that not one of the three families guessed that to 
each of the other two, but the night before, had 
come a message containing their son’s name and 
following that name, 

“Killed in action.” 

And through it all to them it was springtime. 

Toronto, CANADA. 
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ference as unmistakably as by the little boy in 

the Temple, or as it thrice rolled out from 
thunder’s megaphone in Judean skies to express ap- 
probation of the “beloved Son.” 

God’s messages differ as they are given in different 
eras of time, but when they come during this age of 
grace they will have much to say—yea most to 
say—about that thing which is nearest to God’s 
heart—the evangelism of the® world. 

The missionary flame leaped higher at Princeton 
Conference this year than ever before. There was 
a veritable passion for carrying the torches lit by 
this flame into the blackest caverns of heathenism. 

The missionary tide came to its flood on Saturday 
evening at the Vesper meeting led by Mr. McQuilkin. 
The general theme of the meeting was “The Choice 
of a Life Work.” ‘The five hundred or more dele- 
gates at that time present were seated in the great 
angle of Dodge Hall, and in a row facing them 
were the “veterans” from the field. Each of these 
rose to give his name, missionary board, and place 
of service. 


A Roll-Cail of Veterans 


This is the way the missionaries at the Vesper ser- 
vice answered the roll-call: 


John Hay, Inland South America Missionary 
Union. 

Mrs, W. B. Anderson, United Presbyterian, for- 
merly of the Punjab, India. Dr. Anderson, of Phila- 
delphia, is now at home as Secretary of the United 
Presbyterian Board, and had preached the opening 
sermon of the Conference. 

Rev. and Mrs. Robert A. Blair, Pyeng Yang, Korea. 
Mr. Blair is now at home as Secretary of the Re- 
formed Board. 

James T. Perkins, South India, under the Congre- 
gational and Methodist Episcopal Boards. 

J. F. Porter, Congregational, Prague, Bohemia. 

Mr. and Mrs, H. A. Neipp, Congregational, Portu- 
guese West Africa. 

Dr. W. F. Moore, United Presbyterian Board, 
medical missionary in Egypt. 

5 Monroe Stick, Japan. 

r. and Mrs. Jonathan Goforth, Canadian Pres- 
byterian, Honan, China. 

Mrs. Alice E. McClure, formerly under United 
Presbyterian Board, in the Punjab, India. 

Miss Jeffie Coombs, of Scotland, Africa. 

Miss Mudge, Presbyterian, Calcutta, India. 


Tie voice of God was heard at Princeton Con- 


“Battle-scarred” they were truly. 

Hurlburt of Africa had been called to anothe1 
conference, but none present had forgotten the 
seamy furrows plowed by fever and hardship on his 
face. .As he has sacrificially wrought for several 
decades on the great plateau between two towering 
mountain peaks where even the equatorial sun never 
melts the snow, he seems, as one looks at his tall, 
gaunt, bony frame topped with its shaggy shock of 
whitening hair, to have been transformed into an 
incarnate Kenia or Kilimanjaro. 

Goforth of China, too, bears conspicuously in his 
body the marks of the Lord Jesus. His bald head 
curves round in lines of grace to a deep ravine cf a 
scar that runs horizontally across his head at the base 
of the brain. It is a Boxer sword-cut. It felled 
him into .unconsciousness. Mrs. Goforth told the 
story in her series of prayer articles in The Sunday 
School Times, 

Mrs. Goforth’s countenance is a sermon on joy. 
It couldn’t preach any other message, even when she 
was telling how God took so many of her children 
away from her to himself. “For the joy that was 
set before her,” she too, most evidently, has “en- 
dured the cross.” 

John Hay, alert in his abstraction, spent most of 
his time at the Conference in South America. Not 
only in his class-room, where he taught more about 
natural, political, social, moral, and religious condi- 
tions than the books on that continent have been 
able to collate in all their pages, but whe. walking 
across the campus or sitting at the Inn table. Touch 
him on the elbow and he would jump clear across the 
Caribbean into the immediate present of your query 
from a Paraguayan forest or a Brazilian jungle. 
And what a story he would tell you of God’s miracle- 
power with the Indian tribes he had just left, and tc 
whom he yearns to return. 

Mrs. Alice E. McClure, the queenly “Mem- 
sahiba” of the Punjab, is a pioneer, too. Her hus- 
band, whom God called home after a few short years, 
did actually preach the Gospel in places where it 
had never been heard before, as Mrs. McClure tells 
in her booklet, “An American Girl’s Struggle and 


’ Surrender” 


(Christian Life Literature Fund, 600 
Perry Building, Philadelphia, 3 cents). Every girl 
who would like to learn the lesson this missionary 
learned at great cost, namely, “how there was some- 
thing more in life than average Christianity,” should 
read it. Not only in her platform address and in her 
class-room, but in individually speaking to girl after 
girl in the quiet moonlit hours in some campus nook, 
was Mrs. McClure a blessing to the Conference. 

A stocky, sun-burned man was Rev. J. F. Porter, 
of Bohemia. He was the man of whom The Sunday 
School Times has told to whom was sent an impor- 
tant letter that came back to the sender marked 
“Undeliverable.” That was because of war condi- 
tions. So God’s message is undeliverable to men 
who through sin are at war with Him. 

Mingled with the call of God to the Victorious 
Life which had been given all during the week, 
there had been a marvelous series oF missionary 
messages. These were given sometimes in the mis- 
sionary groups held in Stuart Hall, and at other 
times inspirational addresses from the platform in 
Miller chapel. it is little wonder then that more 
than thirty individuals, most of them young people, 
rose to say that they were volunteers for the foreign 
field. Some had volunteered before, and some were 
hearing for the first time the call to the blood-red 
colors of the Cross. 

A tall young fellow in khaki uniform, his trousers 
held in trim leggings, while the breezes from under 
the great trees on the campus tossed his light brown 
hair over his forehead, said: 

“My name is Barnhouse—Donald Barnhouse. I 
am a student volunteer from Princeton University. 
I am at present training in the aviation camp near 
here. My heart’s desire is to go to the Africa Inland 
Mission field. The reason I volunteered is because, 
when a group to which I belonged was studying 
missions here at the University, I learned that 
although there were 189 ministers of the Gospel 
within a radius of fifteen miles from the University 
campus, there are only 188 missionaries on the en- 
tire continent of South America, with its population 
of more than 50,000,000 souls.” 

“We are Mr. and Mrs. Mitchell, headed for South 
China,” was the word from a young couple who were 
taking their honeymoon at Princeton Conference. 
Two girls likewise rose to say they were going to 
South China, under the Reformed Board. 

Another girl was going to Chiaa under the China 
Inland Mission. 

“I’m a volunteer for Somewhere,” said another 
girl, “The Lord has not yet told me just where. I 
guess I am one of the newect of the volunteers here.” 

“I’m a volunteer under the Methodist Episcopal 
Board,” said another girl. 


A Doctor’s Hand on the Door-knob 


Yonder was one of the most eminent physicians 
and surgeons in a Western State, saying that 
although he had been turned down by three Boards as 
being too old to go to the field and learn the lan- 
guage, he was nevertheless still a volunteer, a:d was 
waiting for God’s call. 

“I am a kindergarten teacher, and I want to go to 
the field to teach the little children, if they are not 
= se up before I can get there,” said another 
girl. 

“The call to be a missionary came to me while I 
was washing dishes,” seid another young woman. 

And so ran the testimonies. 

All the while the recruits were telling how God 
first spoke to them, the veterans in the front line 
were listening intently. Their thoughts seemed to 
be speaking out loud and saying: “That re- 
minds me.” 

Mr. McQuilkin ga: a stirring ‘greeting from 
Charles E. Scott, of China, so well remembered at a 
former Conference, and there was special prayer for 
him, and for the Nortons and their Belgian work, 
and for the other missionaries closely connected by 
ties to the Conference. Mr. Scott’s letter, with its 
two additional signatures, was sent from Tsingtau, 
China, June 4, 1917, and was as follows: 


TsIncTAv, CHINA, June 4, 1917. 

BeELoveD FRIENDS IN THE Lorp.—At this time, 
when great governments are causing the choicest 
manhood blood to flow like water, when the na- 
tions are full of hate and woe, we thank God for 
the privilege of proclaiming His fulness of bless- 
ing to a people in direst spiritual need. We thank 
Him that, though t ere are many alarms and much 
unrest, and increasing dangers in the land from 
without and within directly due to Christian Eu- 
rope’s world war, yet He gives us freedom of life 





As Missions Rose to Flood-tide at Princeton 


The Conference chose missionaries of its own: 
q who they are, and where they are going 
\ 


By Howard A. Banks 








and movement to witness for Him. Though famine 
faces our part of the land, because of no rain over 
a large section since last November, and spring 
crops were largely unsown, because the ground was 
too dry and hard, yet He feedeth us. Though filth 
and contagious disease are omnipresent, hundreds 
being suddenly stricken down in our villages, yet 
He preserveth us in physical health and vigor. 

We thank Him for His love shed abroad in our 
hearts, and for the gracious presence of His 
Spirit, manifested in many wonderful experiences 
of born-anewness in our field during the past 
twelve months. We praise Him for much new 
light from Scripture as to the coming of our Lord. 

We call upon our souls and all that is within us 
to praise and magnify His great and holy Name. 
We pray with John (Rev. 22: 21) in Chinese idiom: 
“My Master-Saviour, I very much want Thee to 
come!” 

* As Princeton Conference of 1917 meets, we in 
the land of Sinim rejoice to be one with you in 
Him, to bear you before the Throne of Grace, to 
claim for you each a life of victorious service for 
Him, the while earnestly requesting that ye labor 
together in prayer for us, “for a great door and 
effectual, is opened, and there are many adver- 
Saries.” 


Letters from Conference friends will be most 
welcome and heartening. 
Rejoicing with you in the hope and comfort of 
His blessed appearing, 
Your friends in Him, 


Crara Heywoop Scort, 
Cuares Ernest Scort, 
Marcaret M, SLOANE. 


Sending a Conference Leader to Africa 


The missionary spirit culminated in the announce- 
ment by Dr. Howard Agnew Johnston, chairman of 
the Conference, that Princeton Conference had 
adopted Mr. and Mrs. Robert C. McQuilkin to be mis- 
sionaries of the Conference. The free-will offering of 
the Conference at the closing service on the follow- 
ing evening for this purpose amounted to $847. B. F. 
Culp, of Cynwyd, Pa., the efficient treasurer of the 
Conference, will also be treasurer of the Princeton 
Conference Missionary Fund. It may please the 
Lord to give the Conference additional missionaries 
in the future. 

Mr. McQuilkin will do double deputation work for 
the next five months, pending the securing of his 
passport to Africa—he will represent both the Africa 
Inland Mission and the Princeton Conference as op- 
portunities present. The Missionary Watch Tower 
of the Times will keep in touch with his work. 

In a voice that was pathetically musical in its pas- 
Sionate eagerness to get souls saved, and to get to 
save them himself, Mr. McQuilkin said: 


The testimonies of these missionary volunteers 
show that the missionary call is a supernatural 
call. It comes in perfectly natural ways, but it 
comes from God. Oh, the wonder of being sure, 
in our choice of a life work, that out of the ten 
thousand possibilities we can choose the service that 
God himself has planned as the very best one in 
the world for us. 

It was a dozen years ago that I first faced the 
question as to whether God wanted me on the 
foreign mission field, At that time there was no 
possibility from the human standpoint that I could 
ever secure the money to meet home obligations 
and get preparation for missionary work. But I 
learned that impossibilities are not a reason for 
Christians refusing to consider whether God 
wants them on the foreign mission field. Every 
Christian should give his Lord the opportunity of 
making clear that He wants him to remain at. home, 

After some years, unexpected success in business 
made it appear a possibility to, give up work and 
get the college and seminary training needed. 
Practically all of my intimate friends who 
knew my circumstances,—friends who were earn- 
est Christians and leaders in the Lord’s work,— 
were sure that His clear leading was for me to 
remain in business. The success and the business 
prospects were evidence of it. But I learned that 
the judgment of devoted Christian friends, no 
matter how unanimous, should not determine the 
question of a call to the foreign mission field. 
There was one friend whose judgment I longed 
to get on my plan to give up business. But I 
thought it necessary to get her decision on another 
question first; for that might have a bearing on 
her judgment. I did get her decision on the first 
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question, and then I learned with joy that she 
preferred to be the wife of a soul-winning mis- 
sionary, suffering hardship with him, rather than 
the wife of a successful business man, with the 
comforts and pleasures that money might bring. 

I left the business that for eight or nine years,— 
from High School days on,—I had greatly en- 
joyed, and -eturned to study. After eighteen 
months another call came. hen it came I was 
sure it was not for me, because I was a student 
volunteer. It was an invitation to join Mr. 
Trumbull in editorial work on The Sunday School, 
Times. But I learned that God planned each 
stage of the program, and might apparently set 
aside even a decision to go to the mission field. 
In February of 1912 I entered the Times office, 
and spent the five most wonderful years of my life 
up till that time. It was difficult to explain to my 
student volunteer friends why I had taken this 
“backward step” and given up the foreign field 
idea. But I knew God wanted me to do it. 

Then came the war, increasing in ominousness 
as the months went by. I 
herself, or was it not Himself speaking, whether 
this world upheaval did not make it necessary to 
reconsider life plans. That was the beginning of 
a guidance that after two years made it clear 
that God’s plan was to leave The Sunday School 
Times work for the mission field. I believe every 
Christian should face the question of readjusting 
all his life yas in view of the world’s crisis hour. 
Millions of men have already done it for their 
country. Our God’s call is no less urgent. And 
I do not believe that those enlisted for this greater 
war under the Captain of the Lord’s host should 
turn aside to take part in the trenches of Europe. 


When McQuilkin Confessed an Error 

The final confirmation of the Lord’s call to me 
came at this Princeton Conference two years ago 
when I got my deepest view of the passion o 
Christ for this lost world. Some of you will re- 
member Charles Ernest Scott’s burning words as 
he pictured the awfulness of heathenism, and the 
still more awful guilt of an apathetic ~Christian 
Church. But beyond his words, it was that which 
was flaming out from his face that went to my 
heart; he seemed an incarnation of Christ’s yearn- 
ing heart for lost souls and I bowed my head and 
said, “Lord, forgive me for ever supposing that 
I was ‘missionary,’ because I have studied and 
taught missions. Give me a little of the passion 
of thy own heart.” 

Well, it was then that I yielded to Him all the 
home interests, chief of them my Sunday School 
Times work and Princeton Conference. In His 
strangely wonderful way he was working out the 
plans in other lives to fit in with His plans for my 
life, and The Sunday School Times and Princeton 
Conference and all else are being provided for. 
What a tragedy had it been for other lives as 
well as mine had I not chosen His te 

Our choice of field was kept doubtful until only 
a few months ago. Opportunities were open for 
Egypt, India, Korea, and other lands, I was ready 
to go to any place, and was only sure that there 
was one field that was out of the question. My 

ifts, I was sure, did not make it possible to work 
in Central Africa; God’s grace might make me fit 
to work among any other people, and so I was 
only clear of this one field where I was not to go. 
As most of you know, God’s will in this has been 
cleared up, and we are enlisted in the Africa 
Inland Mission, to work in Central Africa. It is 
a wonderful joy to think of going as representa- 
tives. of Princeton Conference. The permit to 
enter British East rica will delay our going 
four or five months. Pray that all hindrances to 
our getting out may be removed. 

And pray that in all our missionary plans here 
at Princeton and in all our lives, we shall -possess 
the secret of it—the passion for a lost world in 
the heart of Jesus Christ. Seeing into His heart, 
not studying the needs, great as they are, will 
lead us into a real sharing of that passion. 

* * + x « 


The missionary group teachers were Mr. and Mrs. 
Jonathan Goforth, of China, from the Canadian 
Presbyterian Board; Mrs. Alice E. McClure, for- 
merly missionary to the Punjab, in India, now one of 
the traveling secretaries of the Student Volunteer 
Movement; Rev. Charles E. Hurlburt, General Di- 
rector of the Africa Inland Mission; and John Hay, 
of Brazil, head of the Inland South America Mis- 
sionary Union. Practically every attendant at the 
Princeton Conference was in one or the other of 
these groups. 

. is * * * 


An unposed picture is always the most natural. I 
prize very highly a photograph of the President of 
the United States and the Secretary of the Navy as 
they were watching a brilliant play at an Army and 
Navy football game in New York. The snapshot 
caught on their countenances a remarkably enthusi- 
astic interest. A more wonderful picture than that 
is hanging upon the walls of memory as a result of 
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attending Mrs. Goforth’s class on: day when she 
told how God once dealt with her. An inescapable 
conviction had come to Mr. Goforth, he believed 
from the Spirit, that their work upon the station 
where they lived was finished, and that they should go 
farther inland, into unpropitious conditions, strange 
faces, perhaps even hostile people. 

* God had taken several of Mrs. Goforth’s children, 
and she feared it would fare ill with the others, who 
were quite young, the baby being under a year old. 
She siete the call to go forward. She told how 
her husband said as a result of her flat refusal to 
move, “I am so sorry, because I, too, fear for the 
children.” 

Their oldest boy was taken ill. Then she wavered 
in her decision as prayer was offered for his re- 
covery. When he did get well she again decided that 
she would not move. The baby next became ill, and 
God took it to Himself. “That chastening finally 
made her willing to yield to the will of God, and 
move forward. Mrs. Goforth afterward never had 
so little trouble with the children, 

As she was telling of God’s unmistakable dealings 
with her, I sat on the platform behind her. Four 
faces were within the range of my vision. I heard 
God talking with those four, through Mrs. Goforth’s 
voice. I saw God talking to them, as doubtless he 
was to the hundred-or more other persons in the 
room, and as he was speaking to me. 

The first face was that of a woman to whom na- 
ture had been unkind. She had lost the use of her 
right arm, and was laboredly taking notes with her 
left hand. Now and then she paused to brush a tear 
from her eyes. But her face was shining. To the 
right of her sat a matronly woman of mature years. 
I thought I could hear her thoughts saying, “I un- 
derstand exactly how that is, and I thank God I am 
hearing your message and can judge myself, so that 
God will not have to take any of my children to 
make me obey Him.” Over to the left was a woman 
of perhaps seventy years of age, with beautiful sil- 
vering hair. She seemed lost in amazement. Her 
fingers, fan-shaped, were. held across her lips. I am 
sure her thoughts, :f they could have spoken, would 
have said: “Is it possible that I have come to these 
gray hairs and never understood before that God 
could deal so directly and unmistakably with his 
children ?” 

Just in the rear of these three sat the most beauti- 
ful girl at the Conference. I had seen her a few 
days before in the literature room writing post- 
cards—gay, light-hearted, not flippant but just hav- 
ing the appearance of taking life easy. She had a 
marvelous head of light hair, and the color in her 
cheeks was as delicate as the blush of the sweetbrier 
rose on the slopes of the Blue Ridge. Now her face 
was tremendously sobered. Every trace of self- 
complacency and easy-going contentment had van- 
ished, Her features were suffused with an exquisite 
sympathy. I heard her say later at the Say-so 
meeting, “I am crucified with Christ.” Then I heard 
still later she had said, previous to the Conference, 
“To be a missionary does not appeal to me,” but in 
the last hours of the Conference ant after she came 
home she decided that if God wishes her to go to 
the mission field she will gladly go. 


A Picture for a Tissot to Paint 


TisSot once had an ambition to interpret Parisian 
women in art, and he used to go to the churches and 
paint them as they were at prayer. He would have 
envied my opportunity, and as he put these four 
faces on the canvas his magic brush would have 
made the face of the woman to whom nature had 
been unlovely the most beautiful of all. What was 
that marvelous light that streamed from the windows 
of her radiant soul? Verily, verily, the Shekinah 
glory, as surely as Solomon saw it at the dedication 
of the Temple, 


* * + * * 
Christians ............+++++ 596,000,000 
Non-Christians ..... haces 1,214,000,000 
World population ........ . 1,700,000,000 


Underneath these figures, and other striking sta- 
tistics, displayed on a blackboard in Mrs. McClure’s 
class-room, appeared this sentence from Ian Keith 
Falconer : 


While vast continents are shrouded in almost 
utter darkness and hundreds of millions suffer the 
horrors of heathenism or Islam, the burden of 
proof lies upon you to show. that the circumstances 
in which God has placed you were meant by Him 
to keep you out of the mission field. 


With this call facing them, Mrs. McClure was 
telling the needs of unoccupied fields, and she re- 
lated from her own experience in the Punjab of 
India such stories as this: 


In India where the darkness of sin is terrific, and 
where Satan so subtly attacks the faith as well as 
the flesh, the emotions, the intellect, and the will 
of man, multitudes who have given themselves to 
Christ are desperately tempted. One who was thus 
tempted came to me for prayer and counsel. So 
desperate was she that there had been terrible 


2 Re ob hienioe Cetin Me AD Net “RDB ye 


CER re mare rer ee re eee, CE Re Oe en SRO meme oe Oe tes at we 


+ odo 


* 445 


temptation to suicide. For hours we sat at the feet 
of the Lord, He touched her and strengthened 
her. Christ was soon given his rightful place in 
her life. To-day He is doing a great work through 
her in the largest cities in the Punjab.” 


* * * * + 


Princeton Conference was characterized by a num- 
ber of remarkable coincidences. Dr. Griffith Thomas 
in his lectures had made the point that pagan re- 
ligions have no hymn-books. Whether John Hay, of 
South America, heard that statement or not, he con- 
firmed it when he told in a fine piece of word-paint- 
ing how he heard the first Gospel song from a tribe 
of Indians in the heart of South America. They 
were utterly degraded when he first went to them. 
He and his co-workers had to make the language into 
which to translate the hymn. It was this: 

“Come to the Saviour, make no delay; 
Here in his Word he’s shown us the way.” 


The Conference was ripe for his missionary mes- 
sage Saturday night. As he and a fellow-worker 
from Scotland were going out at that time under the 
Church of England, although he was a Wesleyan 
Methodist himself, he heard the passengers on the 
steamboat on which he was sailing up the Parana 
River, express themselves in pity over the craziness 
which took them on’such a mission. Just before this 
an exploring expedition had been annihilated by the 
Indians, only two men escaping. A punitive expedi- 
tion of Paraguayan soldiers had suffered a similar 
fate, but he and his workers were going with a mes- 
sage for the heart and not for the head, and they 
were not to be deterred, 

The Indians stole from the missionaries. The lat- 
ter saw tiny babies who had survived buried alive in 
the grave with their mothers. They saw old men 
knocked in the head. The Indians, animistic in re- 
ligion, killed the old men to prevent them from being 
filled with the spirits of tiger cats. Time and again 
the missionaries had to cut out from their feet the 
“inquisitive chiggers.” They had to fight the danger 
of semi-blindness, peculiar to that section. They 
waged battle against flies and malarial mosquitoes. 
Mr. Hay himself was often so ill with fever that he 
could not lift his head. The native dialect was 
almost impossible. It takes about ten yards of their 
words to make a simple English line. The Indians 
gave them the name of “the-men-who-go-by-the- 
measure-of-the-Book.” They gloried in the fact that 
the missionaries were not “Christians.” The “Chris- 
tians” whom they knew murdered without fear of law. 


From Heathenism to Hymns 


But all these things were worth while to the “Man- 
with-the-Black-Beard,” and to the “Wife-of-the- 
Man-with-the-Black-Beard,” when they heard for the 
first time the Indians singing that Gospel hymn. 

There are ten missionaries now on the field, and 
Mr. Hay feels that the greatest need at present is 
for five hundred men and women to give ten dollars 
each for sending out more workers and for extend- 
ing the work. 

* * * + . 


On Wednesday night Mr. Hurlburt gave a power- 
ful message on the need of the Victorious Life for 
manning the mission fields. He followed this appeal 
with another one on Friday evening on “Trench 
Building.” 

A woman had been stolen from one of the tribes, 
and the next day the thieves appeared in war paint, 
mocking the tribe who had tolerated the theft. The 
Christian tribesmen could not stand this challenge. 
In war paint, with spears and shields, they went out 
t. battle. Mr. Hurlburt was watching from a hill 
top. He decided to go down to his men. As he 
marched through the lines he looked behind him to 
see a little black tot of a boy following him. 
He succeeded in calming the boisterousness of the 
warriors, and suddenly the enemy disappeared as 
mysteriously as if every man had hidden behind a 
blade of grass. 

He knew that the hostile warriors would soon re- 
turn, and accordingly advised his own men to be 
seated and calmly await their approach. They did 
so. The enemy came nearer and nearer. As the 
Christian warriors remained quiet, their foes were 
suddenly seized with a vague fear, and fled precipi- 
tously, never to return. At that place Mr. Hurlburt 
was given a name that meant “Great Military Chief- 
tain.” 

“Satan will tempt you in every possible way when 
you go home,” said the speaker. “It is hard to learn 
to be humble, and fully yielded to the guidance of 
God. When your own church people do not appear 
to be anxious to receive the same blessing which you 
have had, do not be irritated, but pray through to 
the point where they will ask you to tell them how 
you got your blessing.” 

In the European war the soldiers are learning new 
lessons in trench building. Build these four trenches, 
Mr. Hurlburt advised: “Glory not” (Gal. 6:14); 
“Walk in the Spirit” (Gal. 5:16); “Be filled with 
the Spirit” (Eph. 5:18), and “Be not conformed to 
the world” (Rom. 12:2). 
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How Archeology Trails Hilkiah’s “ Find ” 


** Traces’ from inside and outside the Bible that all point one way 
By Professor Melvin Grove Kyle, D.D., LL.D. ; 





In one of the “‘ Leather Stocking Tales," the hero-scout and his Indian friends discover 


a party of hopelessly lost palefaces. They do so by their astonishing mastery of wood- 
craft—distinguishing even the tracks of a “‘ single-footing ’’ horse from a trotting horse. 


Dr. Kyle has often introduced Archeology, with its pick and spade, as the God-destined 
excavator of buried Bible proofs, but in this article does not Archeology appear in 
the role of the Natty Bumppo, the skilled woodcraftsman, of science ? 


not the less reliable, however, on that account, 

and, perhaps, even more reliable because of it. 
Fragments are less apt to be the product of human 
design or collusion. . : 

Archeologists have latterly been taking a hand in 
the discussion as to the denial that the ancient Book 
of the Law was really found by Hilkiah, although 
this question is usually esteemed a purey critical one. 

This question is the turning-point of the literary 
criticism of the Old Testament. The archeolo- 

ists have not had much to say, but something. 
But if anybody require that the archeologist shall 
produce the original copy of the Book of the Law 
that Hilkiah found, or a contemporary copy of the 
law from some hiding-place into which it had fallen 
in those days preceding King Josiah, when the law 
had disappeared from Israel, or an autograph in- 
scription of King Josiah himself telling us “all about 
it,” such a person is doomed to disappointment now 
and most probably forever. Archeology as a science 
of fragments cannot of course go as far as that. 

The little that the archéologist does have to say is 
well worth saying on this subject of the ae ag | of 
the Book of the Law. He deals with hints, with little 
touches of evidence. The Indian trailer finds half 
of a footprint here, a misplaced stone there, and a 
broken twig yonder, but yet he unerringly discovers 
the way and who went along the way. The arch- 
eologist is likewise a trailer. The ew traces which 
he is able to find are usually of very great value, and 
point the way unerringly. 

The purpose of this article is to do some trailing: 

1. Some archeological hints from the Biblical ac- 
count ‘itself. 

The time and the times afford opportunity for a 
real finding of the Book of the Law at this time of 
Josiah, whether Deuteronomy or the whole Book of 
the Law. Hezekiah died in the year 695 B. C. Ma- 
nasseh his son reigned 55 years and this finding of 
the Book of the Law occurred probably in the eigh- 
teenth year of Josiah, who succeeded Manasseh. 
Thus about three-quarters of a century elapsed from 
the good old days to the finding of the Book of the 
Law and the reformation which followed. This is a 
long time, Even in these days of printing and of a 
million libraries, it is sometimes very difficult to find 
a copy of a book published nearly a hundred years 
ago, especially if it be on a religion that has died out. 
How much more difficult might it be then in an age 
when all books were written and when libraries were 
few. The dying off of nearly three full generations of 
peoples who ignored the Book of the Law provides 
exactly the opportunity needed for the experience 
of the finding of a copy. 

Then the claim of the finding of a book to be re- 
ceived with the authority of some person requires 
tradition of the author to whom it is attributed. It 
is not necessary that there should be tradition con- 
cerning the particular book by that author, or, in- 
deed, any book by him. It is sometimes said that the 
finding of the Book of the Law and its acceptance 
implies tradition of such a book. Not so. Human 
credulity is capable of queer freaks at times. The 
Book of Mormon found many people to believe it 
and submit to it, though there was no tradition of 
such a book. The acceptance of this Book of the 
Law is not even conclusive proof of a tradition that 
Moses wrote anything, for there have been found 
those who were ready to believe the apochryphal 
letter of Jesus to Abgarus to be genuine, though there 
is no tradition that Jesus wrote anything. But the 
claim to such a find as was announced in the days of 
Josiah is conclusive proof of current tradition of 
great things concerning the author Moses, for this 
book was announced and accepted as by “the hand 
of Moses.” It sets him before the mind as one of 
whom people could immediately believe such a 
product. The claim must have been reasonable; such 
an one might have produced either Deuteronomy or 
the whole Pentateuch. The claim being reasonable 
then, it is inherently reasonable now. To set aside 
that claim, it is not enough to show some way in 
-which the claim may have been false, but there must 
be produced positive evidence that it was false. A 
well articulated theory on the assumption that it is 
false does not satisfy these requirements. 

2. Archeolegical evidence from outside the Bible. 

Writings of Moses of whatever kind, left to 
Israel, were certainly in cuneiform script and in the 
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Babylonian tongue. Biblical critics of every kind 
have been slow to admit this. Archeologists gener- 
ally have seen that this conclusion was practicabl 
inevitable ever since the discovery of the Tel el- 
Amarna tablets in 1888. These tablets show beyond 
question that, in the age just preceding the time of 
Moses, the Babylonian script and language were both 
used for writing of important documents, for Pales- 
tinian people. So inflexible was this practise that 
even official reports from Palestinian provinces to 
the home government in Egypt were so written. This 
occurred with the Egyptians, note, a most exclusive 
people bitterly adverse to the use of anything foreign. 

It is probable that Hebrew,—or perhaps it is better, 
in this case, to say Canaanite,—was written in Pales- 
tine as early as the days of David and Solomon, and 
the great literature that grew up at that time may 
have been written in the native tongue and script. 
But there is no indication of the translation of the 
ancient Sacred Scriptures into the tongue of the peo- 
ple until the days of Ezra. 

These two preceding facts exactly accord with 
another archeological hint in the Biblical narrative 
of the finding of the Book of the Law. Hilkiah took 
the book to Shaphan the scribe and had him read it. 
Why? Why did he not-read it himself? If any of 
us found a strange book during the progress of re- 
pairs of an old building, would we take it to some 
one else to be read if we could read it ourselves? 
Why, also, when the book was carried to the king, 
did he not take this curiosity in his own hands and 
read it as Jehudi did afterward with the prophecy of 
Jeremiah when he cut it with a penknife? The only 
satisfactory explanation of the narrative is that the 
services of the scribe were called into requisition be- 
cause he, as an official scribe for the government, 
required to be able to communicate with the Assyrian 
government, would be able to read this book. The 
priest and the king, though both educated men in 
those days when the native tongue and script had 
become literary, would not probably be able to read 
the tongue and script in which the book was written. 

The fact of the Scriptures being in an unknown 
tongue and script would be another potent reason 
for their falling into disuse and so make opportunity 
for the finding of the Book of the Law. The priests, 
being corrupt and idolatrous, would not wish to keep 
the people instructed in the Law which condemned 
themselves. Priests have been known to deal thus 
with Scriptures. 

The finding of the Book of the Law in the course 
of repairing the temple is, also, exactly such an event 
as was to be expected, Foundation deposits were 
the common practise of people on both sides of 
Israel. Egyptians and Assyro-Babylonians were 
always accustomed to place such deposits. There 
would be nothing surprising in the finding of such 
in the repairing of the temple. Besides foundation 
deposits, archives also were commonly laid up in 
temples—or about them. It is recorded that Moses 
in the wilderness laid away precious things, among 
them this “Book of the Law,” in the side of the Ark. 
The instruction to Jeremiah was to lay up clay 
tablets in an earthen pot, which was the approved 
method of arranging books in libraries among those 
who used the cuneiform script, the script which was 
written on clay tablets. 

All these archeological hints together are not con- 
clusive on the question of the finding of the Book 
of the Law, but they all point one way. They point 
to an age when the Sacred Writings of a then dis- 
carded religion would be lost; to a tradition of a 
great author who might have produced anything re- 
quired by any hypothesis of the finding of the Book 
of the Law; to Sacred Writings written on tablets in 
a foreign tongue and script, which would probably 
be laid up in the temple either in an earthen pot or 
in a foundation deposit, and thus liable to be found 
during the progress of repairs to the building; and 
to the actual finding of a Book of the Law which 
the priest and the king could not read, but which 
must be given to the official court interpreter ‘to be 
read. All this is exactly in accord with the idea 
which the face value of the narrative gives, that the 
Book was of the writings of Moses, either Deuter- 
oOnomy or, more probably, in accord with the com- 
mon use of the expression “The Book of. the Law,” 
all of the Pentateuch, the five books of Moses. 

Archeology does find at times many evidences of 
trick and imposture among ancient peoples; it finds 
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none whatever here. On the contrary, it finds there « 


many things in exact accord with the trustworthiness 
of this record. 
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** Letting Go and Letting God ” 
at Princeton 


(Continued from page 442) 


good qualities, our ambitions, our intellect, our loved 
ones,—all must be laid at Christ’s feet in real sur- 
render. The past and the future must be included 
in the surrender too. 

Perhaps it is not correct to say that most failures 
to appropriate Christ as victory are due to lack of 
surrender,—unless we include in surrender the sur- 
render of unbelief. For thousands of Christians have 
really yielded all and are n t having victory because 
they do not accept God’s naked word that his grace 
is sufficient, that Christ is dwelling within, meeting 
every need. “I have been praying for many years 
for victory. What is the trouble?” “Your trouble 
probably is that you have kept on praying,” was the 
answer. “You ought to stop praying, take the gift, 
and start praising that God has answered.” Again 
and again the question was put to individuals at 
Princeton, “Is Christ’s work for you and in you 
perfect?” That is enough. That is victory. Rest- 
ing on Christ’s finished work to meet the need of 
this moment, just as we rest on his finished work of 
redemption, 

There were speakers at the Conference such as 
Dr. and Mrs. Goforth, of China; Dr. Anderson and 
Mrs. McClure, of India; Dr. Howard Agnew John- 
ston, and others, who had had much experience of 
mighty floodgates of God’s Spirit in the revivals on 
the mission fields. These leaders longed for just 
that in the Conference. But most of those at Prince- 
ton had never witnessed such demonstrations of 
spiritual power, from the forces of evil as well as 
from the Holy Spirit. Some who were wrestling 
in prayer for blessings on the Conference were now 
and again overwhelmed with the consciousness of 
Satan’s presence and efforts to check the Spirit’s 
work. Many learned what was meant by fighting the 
spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places. 
Set right alongside of this fact that the Victorious 
Life. must be lived in the heavenlies was the other 
great emphasis that this life is. concerned with the 
minutest commonplaces of everyday living. The 
prettygyoung girl who testified at the great “Say-So” 
meeting on the closing Sunday afternoon, of her 
experience after accepting Christ as her victory, is 
a real type of just how it works, “When the waiter 
spilled bergy juice over my favorite skirt, I said, 
‘Lord, I thank you that you are my victory.’ And 
He was.” Some girls who wanted to go home 
because the spiritual atmosphere was too warm for 
them, stayed and yielded completely before the close 
of the Conference. 

On Monday night Dr. Goforth brought shame to 
the most faithful of his hearers as he told of the 
Korean revival, of the Christians who rose at 4.30 every 
morning month after month for united prayer; of 
the giving out of their poverty, so that their pastors 
had to refrain from mentioning m-ney because the 
people were giving too much; of their voracious 
hunger for the Word of God, journeying for days to 
get to Bible classes; of their enduring of persecu- 
tion; in a word, of their Apostolic Christianity, and 
its result—scores of thousands of heathen turned to 
Christ. This Korean revival of 1907 began as a re- 
si‘t of Dr. Howard Agnew Johnston’s story of the 
India revival in the Kassia hills, and Dr. Goforth 
was telling of it in a conference where Dr. Johnston 
was presiding. Tuesday evening Mrs. Alice E. Mc- 
Clure told the story of the revival in North India, 
through the Sialkot Ccnvention. As one result of; 
that revival the New Wilmington Missionary Confer- 
ence was started, and from the overflow of biessing 
there Princeton Conference began. So are -God’s 
plans worked together and the great message of it 
all is that the same living God that swept Korea and 
Iu.dia and Wales is ready to sweep America if Chris- 
tians will pay the price. The price is the same as 
the Christians in Apostolic days and the Christians 
in Korea paid. 

Pray for the overflow from Princeton Conference. 
That will be the real test. Fifty or more of the five 
hundred delegates returned to Philadelphia on the 
boat. They held Gospel meetings when waiting for 
the boat, and at every opportunity told of Christ 
and sang their songs of gladness. As just one re- 
sult, six men and one woman on the boat accepted 
Christ as their Saviour. The same blessing is fol- 
lowing this one and that one from whom I have 
heard. Most of them are Sunday School Times 
readers. If just the Christians who belong to The 
Sunday School Times family would go all the way 
with God, such revival blessing in these dread days 
would come as our beloved land has never known. 
Let us get on to praying ground for just such 
miracles. 
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The Lesson Pilot 


By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Getting Started in Class 


HE word “Sin” has been well illustrated in this 
way: first, the letter S is a crooked thing, 
standing for the crooked tempter, the serpent, 
Satan. The last letter N stands for nothing,—noth- 
ingness, emptiness, worthlessness. And the center of 
“Sin” is the letter 1; the sinful self is at the heart of 
sin: I, over against God; my will over against God’s 
will, 
Have the class discover for themselves how this 
description of “Sin” fits the experiences of Zedekiah 
and Judah. 


Our Background Material 


Note what Dr. Griffith Thomas (2) says as to the 
discovery of the site of Babylon with the remains of 
Nebuchadnezzar’s temple and palace. 

In a volume, “Light On the Old Testament from 
Babel” (The Sunday School Times Company, $2, 
postpaid), Dr. Albert T. Clay writes: “A good many 
lengthy records known as building inscriptions have 
been found belonging to Nebuchadrezzar . . . These 
records . .. represent him to be a man in every re- 
spect similar to the way he is characterized in the 
Old Testament. In the first place, he was a great 
builder. . . . He built immense quays in the banks of 
the Euphrates besides developing otherwise the facili- 
ties for handling the commerce. . . . He built the two 
great walls of the city (Babylon) ... he dug wide 
moats about the walls, so that it was as if the sea 
For millenniums the bricks used 
in the. construction of Nebuchadrezzar’s buildings, 
which bore his name and titles, have been used by 
builders in the neighboring cities. Babylon has been 
a veritable brick quarry. In these cities can be found 
in great numbers bricks which bear the name of the 
famous builder, many of which had been used in his 
restoration of the Tower of Babel, as weil as the 
temple walls and palaces of the city. 

“Babylon of this age was largely th creation of 
Nebuchadrezzar . . . Nebuchadrezzar laid out the 
city on a scale unknown before and since his day. 
As a builder he will be renowned until the end of 
time.” 


The Lesson Itself 

The réferences, except as otherwise noted, are to les- 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-face figures at the end 

of certain paragraphs in those articles will help in 
quickly locating the references. 

It is a sharp wrench to pass from the blessings 
that the finding and the obeying of God’s Word 
brought to Judah and her kings, to the black chap- 
ter of sin and disaster that now confronts us. 

The class should be shown the connection between 


tht end of Josiah’s reign, and this reign of Zedekiah. 


It is made plain by Dr. Griffith Thomas (1, 2). The 
teacher should read carefully from 2 Kings 23:28 
through the rest of that chapter and through all of 
chapter 24." Note that Zedekiah was made king over 
Judah by the king of Babylon himself, Nebuchad- 
nezzar (24:17). But the time came, eleven years 
later, when he rebelled against Nebuchadnezzar 


: 20). 

Was Zedekiah’s rebellion against Babylon a matter 
of loyalty to and faith in God? See what the class 
think. Then give them the facts brought out by 
Dr. Griffith Thomas (1, 2). No; Zedekiah was mak- 
ing merely a political and really godless move, hop- 
ing to get free from Babylon through the help of 
Egypt. In the pamphlet, “How God’s People Went 
to Pieces” (The Sunday School Times Company, five 
cents for three copies, or two cents each, postpaid), 
Dr. Griffith Thomas shows that the prophet Jeremiah 
counseled Hezekiah to surrender to the Chaldeans 
(Nebuchadnezzar’s forces), to lessen the misery of 
the Jewish people, but his advice was scorned by 
Zedekiah. : 

There was nothing for Nebuchadnezzar to do but 
to put down this rebellion, and take Jerusalem again. 
He had already taken Jerusalem (2 Kings 24: 10-17). 
Evidently it was no easy job; the siege lasted a year 
and a half. Why did it last so long? Get the views 
of the class; then give the facts mentioned by Dr. 
Griffith Thomas (I, 4). What a famine means is 
discussed by Mr. Ridgway (1). Our country to-day 
is awakening to the possibilities of famine through 
the prolonging of the world war, and is taking real 
measures against this. The preventing of famine in 
this present war was discussed in Pucker’s. class 
(Mr. Rogers, 1). It should be noted that the taking 
of Judah into captivity covered in all about twenty 
eure, in three stages, as Dr. Griffith Thomas (I, 3) 
shows. 


LESSON 9. AUGUST 26. THE CAPTIVITY OF JUDAH | 


2 Kings 25 : 1-21. Commit verses 10, II 


Golden Text.—As I live, saith the Lord Jehovah, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked.—Ezekiel 33 : 11 


[The portion of the text indicated by the International 

Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 

2 Kings 25 : 1-12] 

1 And it came to pass in the ninth year of his reign, in 
the tenth month, in the tenth day of the month, that 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came, he and all his army, 
against Jerusalem, and encamped against it; and they built 
forts against it round about. 2 So the city was besieged 
unto the eleventh year of king Zedekiah. 3 On the ninth 
day of the fourth month the famine was sore in the city, 
so that there was no bread for the people of the land. 
4 Then a breach was made in the city, and all the men of 
war fled by night by the way of the gate between the two 
walls, which was by the king’s garden (now the Chaldeans 
were against the city round about); and the king went by 
the way of the Arabah. 5 But the army of the Chaldeans 
pursued after the king, and overtook him in the plains of 
Jericho; and all his army was scattered from him. 6 Then 
they took the king, and carried him up unto the king of 
Babylon to Riblah;, and they 1 gave judgment upon him. 
7 And they slew the sons of Zedekiah before his eyes, and 
put out the eyes of Zedekiah, and bound him in fetters, and 
carried him to Babylon. 

8 Now in the fifth month, on the seventh day of the 
month, which was the nineteenth year of king Nebuchad- 
nezzar, king of Babylon, came Nebuzaradan the captain of 
the guard, a servant of the king of Babylon, unto Jeru- 
salem. 9 And he burnt the house of Jehovah, and the 
king’s house; and all the houses of Jerusalem, even every 
great house, burnt he with fire. 10 And all the army of 
the Chaldeans, that were with the captain of the guard, 
brake down the walls of Jerusalem round about. 11 And 
the residue of the people that were. left in the city, and 
those that fell away, that fell to the king of Babylon, and 
the residue of the multitude, did Nebuzaradan the captain 
oi the guard carry away captive. 12 But the captain of the 
guard left of the poorest of the land to be vine-dressers and 
husbandmen. 


10r, spake with him of judgment 


The American Revision copyright, 1901, 
by Thomas Nelson Sons 








amen 








Scripture references and further information on 
the sufferings of the city of Jerusalem during and 
after this siege of Nebuchadnezzar are given by Dr. 
Griffith Thomas (I, 4, 7). 

Have a Bible map in class, and have the class 
locate “the way of the Arabah” (v. 4) by which king 
Zedekiah tried to make his escape; and also Riblah 
(v. 6) where, when he was captured, he was taken 
up unto the king of Babylon. These places are lo- 
cated by Dr. Griffith Thomas (I, 5), and can readily 
be found on your map. Why Zedekiah went by the 
way of the Arabah, and where he was trying to get 
to, is explained by Dr. Mackie (1). 

But why was Nebuchadnezzar at Riblah at this 
time? See what the class think; and give Dr. Grif- 
fith Thomas’ answer (I, 5). 

It was a hideously cruel punishment that was meted 
out to Zedekiah. As some one has said, the last thing 
those poor, defeated, distracted eyes of the king ever 
saw on this earth was the cold-blooded murder of his 
wad (v. 7). How that memory may have haunted 

im 

Were these sons punished for their own sins, or 
for the sins of their father? See what the class 
think. But there is no escaping the fact that the sins 
of fathers are visited upon their children (Exod. 
20:5). This is discussed by Dr. Griffith Thomas 


Have the class note the awful symbolism or typical 
meaning in the penalty visited upon Zedekiah: 


He could not sin alone; sons suffered with him. 

He had sinned against his own light; now the 
light that he had was destroyed as his eyesight was 
taken away from him. He would not, before, see 
with the eyes that he had, now he had eyes that 
could not see (Psa. 115:5; Mark 8:18). 

“They bound him in fetters, and carried him to 
Babylon” (v. 7). He was helplessly in the bondage 
of sin (John 8:34; Rom. 6:16), and now he had 
to live in the enemy’s country. 


Light-destroying and death-dealing was this pun- 
ishment; but it is always so with sin when the con- 
sequences of sin are allowed to go to their limit be- 
cause we will not accept God’s gracious forgiveness 
and deliverance. 

The outworking results of this awful sin go still 
farther: the actual temple of God is burned, de- 
stroyed, by the enemy (v. 9); and disaster after_dis- 
aster follows; have the class note these (vs. 9-21). 


The Truth that Is Golden 


It_may seem strange to look for a Golden Truth 
in God’s wrath against sin; but Golden Truth is 
there. And let us praise God for this. For what 
would this world be, what would the universe be, if 
God did not have an unquenchable, undefeatable 
wrath against sin! That God should condone sin, 
that he should tolerate sin, would be the most stag- 
gering tragedy’ the mind can conceive; and. praise 


God, the mind does not have to conceive it. God 
hates sin. God must punish sin. God must sepa- 
rate from himself those who persistently prefer sin 
to himself and who will have none of his grace and 
forgiveness to deliver them from their sin. Yes; 
between God and sin there is a great gulf fixed; and 
through all eternity we shall praise God that it is so. 
For it led to God’s marvelous plan of redemption, 
in which his own and only Son was “made to be sin 
on our behalf; that we might become the righteous- 
ness of God in him” (2 Cor, 5:21). 


Teaching Points 


It was life imprisonment for Zedekiah (Dr. Grif- 
fith Thomas, I, 6); and it is eternal life imprison- 
ment for those who throughout this earthly life per- 
sistently refuse to accept God’s forgiveness of their 
sins through Jesus Christ the Saviour (Rev. 20:15). 


The population of Judah was deported by the 
enemy then, as we have seen the same thing occur in 
the present world war (Dr. Griffith Thomas, I, 7). 


Examples of “frightfulness” among the Chaldeans 
in their warfare are given by Dr. Mackie (2). 

When we are fighting against God we are not only 
separated from the infinite resources of God, but we 
may also be separated from our own earthly re- 
sources, as was Zedekiah when separated from his 
own army as he was captured (v. 5). See Matthew 
13: 12. 

We can have entire freedom from the bondage of 
sin if we will take it (John 8:36; Rom. 6:14, 17, 
18; 8:2). 

Show the class the Lesson Cartoon, on page 450, 
vividly illustrating the only way of escape from the 
prison house of sin. 

“So Judah was carried away captive out of his 
land” (v. 21). It was his land,—the land that be- 
longed to him because God had given it to him. We 
lose our best possessions through our sinning. 

Remind the class that Babylon, and the region of 
the rivers Tigris and Euphrates, have been the scene 
of severe fighting in this present war; while also it 
is quite possible that at any moment we shall hear 
of a modern “siege of Jerusalem” as the British 
troops move forward upon the once holy city itself. 


Questions for Study and Discussion 

Why did God not save Jerusalem, His house, and 
His people? 

If the kings following Josiah had had all “gone the 


whole way with God,” as Josiah did, would Judah 
have been nationally safe? 


How many persons were probably carried away 
from Judah into captivity at this time? Get the 
we of the class; then see Dr. Griffith Thomas 
(I, 8). 

Was Nebuchadnezzar right or wrong in moving 
against God’s people? 

Was God pleased by the destruction of his city 
and people? ; 

Were there any truly obedient, trusting worship- 
pers of Jehovah in Judah or Jerusalem at this time? 

If there were any of the latter, was it right that 
they should suffer with the guilty? 


Ps ae do you think is sin’s worst penalty in this 
ife! 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 


{For the teacher to give the class a week ahead. The 
suggestions and questions are for the members’ own 
preparation.] 


The Shepherd of Captive Israel (Ezekiel 34). 


It seems like the last chapter in the history of 
Judah,—the one we have just studied,—but it was 
not. It was not her end. She may have thought she 
was through with God; but God, praise his name, 
was not through with her. He had, and he still has, 
more glorious plans yet for Judah and Israel here 
on earth than men dare to think. We can know a 
great deal about those plans, for God has revealed 
them to us. We shall see them in the marvelous les- 
son of September 2. T‘ie Jews are still looking for- 
ward to their Messiah and national, political restora- 
tion; and this will all be literally fulfilled in a way 
that will surprise them (see Dr. Mackie, 3). 

Who were the shepherds of Israel? re 


_Mention several things a good shepherd does for 
his sheep. 


In what way does the lesson show that the shep- 
herds of Israel had failed toward their sheep? 
What does God here promise to do for the sheep? 


When and how will the blessings of verses 23-31 
come to pass? 


PHILADELPHIA. 








The Lesson as‘a Whole 


By Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 





Connection.—The closing days of Josiah’s reign 
were shadowed by one mistake, which cost him his 
life (2 Chron. 35: 20-27). Then his son and suc- 
cessor, Jehoahaz, was deposed by Pharaoh Necoh of 
Egypt at the end of three months, and his brother, 
Eliakim, placed on the throne with the new name, 
Jehoiakim. He was tributary to Egypt until Necoh 
was defeated by Nebuchadnezzar when Judah sub- 
mitted to Babylon for three years. Jehoiakim then 
rebelled, but his kingdom was soon overrun and he 
himself slain after having reigned eleven years. 
Jehoiachin, his son, began a brief reign of three 
months, and when Nebuchadnezzar himself attacked 
Jerusalem, Jehoiachin surrendered by fleeing to the 
Babylonian camp. Ten thousand Jews were then de- 
ported to Babylon, and Jehoiachin was kept prisoner 
for thirty-seven years. He was the last of the direct 
line of David, and is sometimes called Coniah or 
Jechoniah (Jer. 22: 24, 28). (1 

Nebuchadnezzar appointed Mattaniah, afterwards 
called Zedekiah, uncle of Jehoiachin, son of Josiah, 
and brother of Jehoahaz. He was a mere tributar 
of Babylon and perhaps weak rather than wicked. 
Against the warnings of Jeremiah, he was !<cd to 
rebel against Babylon in favor of Egypt, and the 
result was the final captivity of Judah, as recorded 
in this lesson. Assyria had been overcome about 
609 B. C., and Babylon had taken her place as the 
ruling power of Western Asia under Nebuchadnez- 
zar. Nebuchadnezzar was in every way great, in 
position, statesmanship, and military genius. Baby- 
lon was a very old city, and its site has been dis- 
covered in recent years, with the remains of Nebu- 
chadnezzar’s temple and palace. It is important to 
distinguish carefully the location of Assyria and 
Babylon. Assyria was on the north and Babylon on 
the south, with the two rivers, Tigris and Euphrates, 
running through both countries. The modern Meso- 
potamia, “between the rivers,” is the locality of these 
two great Empires. (2) 


Time.—The capture of Jerusalem took place 586 
B. C., but the captivity of Judah covered about twenty 
years, and the three stages should be carefully dis- 
tinguished. (1) Under Jehoiakim, 606 B. C. (2 
Kings 24:1; 2 Chron. 36:6, 7; Dan. 1:1). (2) Un- 
der Jehoiachin, 599 B. C. (2 Kings 24: 10-14; Ezek. 
1: 1-3. (3) Under Zedekiah, 586 B. C., the present 
lesson. (3) 

Parallel Passages.—Jeremiah 39: 1-10; 52: 1-34; 2 
Chronicles 36: 11-21. There are also vivid pictures 
of the entire period from Jehoiakim in other parts 
of Jeremiah (36). 


I. The Message of the Lesson 


Difficulty and Danger (vs. 1-3). The rebellion of 
Zedekiah was followed almost at once by the attack 
of the Babylonian army under Nebuchadnezzar. The 
siege lasted about a year and a half, probably through 
the city’s natural strength, but also through a diver- 
sion a part of the attacking forces (Jer. 34:7). It 
was accompanied by so strict a blockade that the de- 
fenders were reduced to the last extremities. The 
exactness about dates here shows the great impor- 
tance of the event, and all through the Book of 
Kings this is the only instance of such precise detail 
(vs. 1, 4, 8). The sufferings of the city were terri- 
ble (Jer. 21:7, 9; Lam. 2:12, 20; 4: 3-10). (4) 

Defeat and Disaster (vs. 4-7). Then a breach was 
made in the walls by battering rams, and the soldiers 
who formed the garrison fled by the south as the 
enemy broke in on the north. As the Babylonian 
troops surrounded the city, Zedekiah and his sol- 
diers must either have burst through the guard or 
else escaped between two sections of soldiers, un- 
der cover of darkness. The king went towards the 
Arabah, the valley of the Jordan on the way towards 
Jericho, where the plain extends to the breadth of 
about 11 miles, but he was soon captured and brought 
to Nebuchadnezzar, who was at Riblah, a place in the 
north on the bank of the river Orontes, 200 miles 
from where Zedekiah was captured and about 100 
miles north of the territory of the tribe of Dan. 
Nebuchadnezzar at that time was directing two 
sieges, Tyre and Jerusalem, and made Riblah his 
headquarters as a suitable place for communication 
(Jer. 39:5). (5) 

As a rebel Zedekiah was brought to trial and sen- 
tenced (Jer. 52:9), and though his life was spared, 
the judgment was terrible, for they slew his sons in 
his presence. As Zedekiah was only thirty-two (2 
Kings 24:18), his sons must have been quite young, 
but it was usual in the East to punish the children 
for the sins of their fathers (9: 26; 14:6), and also 
to prevent another revolt under a successor. A 
further severity was putting out the eyes of Zede- 
kiah himself, according to a common practise (Judg. 
16:21). They also bound him with a pair of brass 
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fetters, and he was imprisoned till the day of his 
death (Jer. 52:11). (6) 

Destruction and Desolation (vs. 8-12). In the 
meantime the city, falling into the enemy’s hands, 
was treated with terrible rigor. The temple, the 
royal palace, and all the houses of the rich were 
plundered and burnt (v. 9). The walls of the city 
were broken down (v. 10), and the gates leveled 
(Lam. 2:9). Not only so, but a great massacre of 
the population seems to have taken place in the 
streets (Lam. 2:3, 4). Then the inhabitants of the 
city and country were divided into two bodies, part 
being left in the land and part being taken away. The 
rich would be taken, and the poor were left behind, 
because it would be inconvenient to remove people 
who had little or no possessions. Paupers would not 
have been of any help in Babylon, and besides this, 
the captors did not wish Judza to become entirely 
waste, because they would then have been unable to 
get tribute (Jer. 39:10; 40:10, 12). These deporta- 
tions were common at that time, and although rarely 
associated with modern wars, recent events in Bel- 
gium and Armenia illustrate the action. (7) 


Degradation and Dishonor (vs. 13-17). Not con- 
tent with what had been done, the temple was next 
dealt with, and although already plundered twice 
(2 Chron. 36:7-10), all the vessels that still re- 
mained were carried off. 


Disgrace and Death (vs. 18-21). Together with 
the people, the priests, Levites, and some of the city 
officials were taken. These were brought to Nebu- 
chadnezzar to Riblah, and, with the usual severity 
of ancient warfare, were slain. Thus the captivity 
was accomplished. Jeremiah gives the number car- 
ried off (52: 28-30), making a total of 4,600, and it 
has been suggested that, assuming these to be men, 
and multiplying the total by four for the women and 
children, the entire number would still be no more 
than 18,400. (8) 


Il. The Heart of the Lesson 


1. The Divine Righteousness. It is a simple, yet 
solemn, truth that disobedience brings down God's 
judgment, while obedience is the foundation of all 
true life. This principle has many applications. We 
may think of it in regard to nations, especially as 
national life is now very much to the fore in vari- 
ous countries. The well-known utterance, “My coun- 
try, right or. wrong,” is utterly opposed to truth. 
National sin in all ages means disloyalty to God. 
The same is true of churches, for if there is unfaith- 
fulness in any form, the community of believers will 
suffer, But most of all, this truth has an individual 
application, since sin is really moral and spiritual 
suicide. Thus, nationally, ecclesiastically, and per- 
sonally, we are faced with the searching truth of 
God’s righteousness against sin. 


2. The Divine Wisdom. This also is evident in 
the story. While God could not prevent judgment 
coming upon the people, he would at least overrule 
it, and foreseeing what they would do, God worked 
so as to bring about good as the outcome even of 
this evil. While the punishment was just, it had the 
effect of arresting the growing debasement of the 
people. In God’s providence the better portion of 
the people went into exile (Jer. 24; Ezek. 11: 15, 16), 
and at the close of the exile there was a new separa- 
tion, for the godly came back, while those with less 
piety remained behind. And it is most remarkable 
that by this discipline of captivity the power of 
idolatry was utterly broken and the people never 
fell into it again. 


3. The Divine Mercy. The story shows how reluctant 
God was to punish Judah. Although the nation had 
commenced wrong-doing from the time of Solomon, 
God was patient, not willing that his covenant peo- 
ple should perish. Judgment is his “strange work” 
(Isa. 28:21), and both then and now God waits to 
be gracious. If he dealt with man according to the 
principle of strict justice, there would be nothing but 
punishment, but in his wrath he remembers mercy. 
And so the lesson is, “Come, and let us return unto 
a (Hosea 6:1). “Him that cometh to me 

will in no wise cast out” (John 6: 37). 


Ill! The Lesson Outlined 


1. Difficulty and Danger (vs. 1-3; Lam. 1: 1-7). 

2. Defeat and Disaster (vs. 4-7; Isa. 22: 1-14). 

3. Destruction and Desolation (vs. 8-12; Jer. 22: 
I-12). 

4. — and Dishonor (vs. 13-17; Lam. 2: 
I-10). 

5. Disgrace and Death (vs. 18-21; Jer. 32: 36-44). 


IV. Leading Questions 
1. Who were the last three kings of Judah? 


2. Distinguish carefully between the three stages 
of the captivity. 


3. What significant differences can be found be- 
tween the accounts of the captivity in Kings, Chron- 
icles, and Jeremiah? 


4. How are Ezekiel 12:13 and Jeremiah 22: 5 to be 
reconciled? (2 Kings 25:7.) 
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5. Where else do we read of the details of the — 


temple? (vs. 13-17; 1 Kings 7.) r 
6. What is the meaning, and what were the rea- 


sons for saying, “till there was no remedy”? (2 
Chron. 36: 16.) 


7. Who were the chief messengers of God at this 
time? (2 Chron. 36: 12-21.) 

8. In what respects does the captivity illustrate 
and confirm Numbers 32: 23? 
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| The Busy Men’s Corner 


By William H. Ridgway 


Sowing and Reaping.—Ncbuchadnezzar king of 
Babylon came (v. 1). I heard some boys singing 
one day, “O my old stockin’s and your old shoes, 
Nebuchadnezzar the King of the Jewst” I don’t 
know just what that song meant to Boytown, but I 
do know that when old Mr. Sin puts a man (or 
nation) “on his uppers,” stockingless and soleless 
with nothing under him to “heel him,” old Nebuchad- 
nezzar is sure to be along. Only twenty-three years 
after the good King Josiah, his jealous and quarreling 
sons ran the nation into the ground—and into slavery. 
Suppose that down in Mexico a year or two ago 
Diaz had been a Josiah with the rival generals for his 
warring sons, Then suppose Uncle Sam had stepped 
into the distracted and half-ruined land and brought 
th best of the people that were left and planted them 
in the rich valley of the Mississippi against the day 
when they should return for a new, better Mexico. 
This would be a parallel to Judah’s captivity. The 
world has never yet appreciated the awfulness and 
the danger of sin in a nation. In the old Mexico we 
saw for years a nation of Sunday bull rings and 
every-day cock fights. Then we saw assassination 
and war and robbery and chaos. Across the ocean 
we saw opium and rum trade, and Sunday beer gar- 
dens, elections, horse-races. Then we saw war and 
death and destruction and heartlessness spread over 
the land where grew the “Continental Sunday.” The 
wages never change (Rom. 6:23; Jas. 1:15). 


The Volcano.—There was no bread for the people 
of the land (v. 3). The most ominous words t 
ever can be spoken among a prsote. If you will open 
your Roman history you will see what happened in 
the Eternal City when the Alexandrian wheat. boats 
were delayed. Great Britain’s very existence depends 
upon her invincible navy, which keeps the bread and 
meat routes open. In the time of the French Revo- 
lution the people cried, “We have no bread!” “Why 
don’t they eat cake?” said the queen. And then her 
beautiful head fell into Samson’s basket with that of 
the king. In hard times the money you give us for 
the bread-line and the soup-house is not charity but 
insurance. All of Uptown should take off its hat to 
the mission and other religious workers of Down- 
town. Every great city sleeps upon a volcano, and 
the slum workers are sitting upon the lid of it. Cut 
out religion in any great city as some would like to 
do, and at the first pinch of the first hard times the 
underworld will sweep up from the alleys and rat- 
holes and overwhelm the police and engulf the avenue. 
Every stone that a godless, pleasure-seeking, money- 
mad, bonehead, codfish aristocracy throws at things 
religious hits the very folks who are saving Uptown 
from the fate of Paris one hundred years ago (Psa. 
50:22). (1) 


“Pure Hellishness.”—They slew the sons of Zede- 
kiah before his eyes (v. 7). General Sherman told 
the world what war was. And it is. Apart from 
religion men are nothing but brutes. I know ex- 
actly what I am talking about for I have been through 
experiences. I have seen-godless, beer-soaked hood- 
lums in this Christian America do things which for 
cruelty and pure devilishness equal the worst hellish- 
ness of the Apache Indians in all their fiendish glory. 
As I write all the world is shocked at the horrible 
things of the war in Europe. Recall the day when a 
naval officer deliberately torpedoed a great passenger 
ship loaded with non-combatants and drowned hun- 
dreds of innocent men, women, and children, one of 
them a friend of mine. A man recently remarked in 
my hearing, “Nobody believes in hell and the devil 
any more but Presbyterians and Catholics.” Well, 
henge. neon and Catholics as they look around and 
see what goes on when men let go of God’s protect- 
ing hand have no reason to think they are mistaken. 
Only hell itself could have designed and carried out 
this awful wind-up of the Davidic line. The Zedekiah 
family had been serving Satan so beautifully and it 
is only the Devil of Hell who crushes the man who 
serves him best (John 8: 44; Luke 22: 3). 


The Greatest Fire.—Every great house, burnt he 
with fire (v. 9). Did you ever see a great house go 
up in smoke? It is a heartrending sight to see the 
little home of the poor man on fire-and all his few 
belongings utterly destroyed. Yet when it comes to 
the destruction of the great house with treasures of 


. antiquity and art there is a feeling of awful loss. 


The furnishings of the poor man’s house can be re- 
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placed with better if we neighbors do 
our duty—and we usually do. But who 
could replace the relics in the Washing- 
ton house at Mt. Vernon or the treas- 
ures of the Morgan house in New York? 
So just imagine what havoc and destruc- 
tion must have been worked that day 
in Judea and in the proud city of David. 
But, dear me, what are houses of stone 
and cedar and their furnishings of man’s 
handicraft as compared with temples of 
flesh and blood and furnished from the 
storehouse of Heaven itself with gifts 
and graces? (Jas. 1:17.) Look at that 
great man’s “house” over there furnished 
with great talents and accomplishments. 
That Voltaire, Hume, Paine, Ingersoll 
(Matt. 3:10; Mark 9: 42; Luke 12: 48). 
Find these references and remember it 
is what the Book says, and not I. Finite 
things like the destruction of a palace 
or the burning of a city shock us, but 
an eternal thing like the loss of an im- 
mortal soul does not keep us awake at 
nights—does it? How many have you 
tried to save this week? 


COATESVILLE, Pa. 
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The Illustration Round - Table 


LLUSTRATIONS must reach The Sunday 
School Times three full months in advance 
of the date of the lesson. If coming later 
they may not be considered at all. io not 
submit illustrations without first securing a 
circular that explains the acceptance of ma- 
terial, and the year’s lesson calendar, which 
will be sent for a two-cent stamp. All read- 
ers are invited to assist in the conduct of 
this department. One dollar is offered for 
every anecdotal lesson illustration used, and 

two dollars for the best one each week. 
Illustrations on other verses than the 
Golden Text are specially desired, and P 
t an 


stand a ° Pp 
illustrations on the Golden Text. 


Why Kept Waiting?—As / live, saith 
the Lord Jehovah, I have no pleasure in 
the death of the wicked (Golden Text). 
Once when I was convalescing from a 
long illness, it was suggested that for 
the benefit of the change I visit the 
British Provinces. The arrangements 
were all made when, unexpectedly, an- 
other malady threw me on my bed again. 
How disappointing this was! For what 
was I waiting longer in the sick room? 
I soon received a satisfactory answer. 
Picking up the newspaper I read that 
the steamer in which I would have 
sailed struck a reef on entering St. 
John harbor, and almost instantly sunk. 
It may be that in his mercy God is now 
holding back some of you from a more 
disastrous shipwreck. Before you em- 
bark upon the ocean of eternity, he 
would have you take passage in the only 
craft that can ‘furnish assurance of a 
safe voyage, and bring you to the de- 
sired haven. It is this that you may 
be waiting for. Waiting to be saved !— 
From a sermon by Dr. J. M. Gray in 
the Expositor. Sent by W. J. Hart, 
D.D., Dolgeville, N. Y. 


“Facilis Descensus.’”-—Gave judgment 
upon him (v. 6). A gentleman of large 
means and atheistic beliefs, says the 
Scottish American, built a handsome 
mausoleum for himself in the parish 
churchyard. It was a massive piece of 
masonry, and presented an aspect of 
considerable strength. One day the 
gentleman met one of the church elders 
coming out of the churchyard. “Weel,” 
said the owner of the mausoleum, with 
an air of pride, “ye’ve been up seein’ 
that erection o’ mine?” “’Deed I hae,” 
replied the elder. “It'll tak a mon a’ 
hi time tae rise oot o’ yon on the day 
o’ judgment,” said the atheist, mock- 
ingly. “My mon,” said the elder, “dinna 
bother yer head aboot that. When that 
day comes, they’ll juist tak the bottom 
oot o’ yer concern and let ye slide doon.” 
—From the Youth’s Companion. Sent 
by W. J. Hart, D.D., Dolgeville, N. Y. 


“He Got It.”—They took the king, and 
carried him up unto the king of Baby- 
lon (v. 6). Dr. Dixon tells the story 
of a lady who was traveling with her 
maid and child. A wasp got into the 
carriage, and the child kept crying for 
it. At last the lady said to the servant, 
“What is the child crying for? Let him 
have it.” A few minutes later the lady 
was startled by an awful scream from 
the child, and exclaimed in alarm, 
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“What’s the matter?” “He has got it!” 
was the servant’s calm reply. So, 
sometimes, in His great wisdom, God 
allows us to have what we cry for, that 
we may feel the sting of it, and learn 
through pain and humiliation that God’s 
will and way are best.—From the Chris- 
tian Herald. Sent by J. A. Clark, Wdke- 
field, Eng. 


The Path.—Zedekiah rebelled against 
the king of Babylon (v. 1). Not long 
ago I was visiting a friend in the coun- 
try. On the second morning I started 
for a walk, taking my host’s little boy 
with me. We chose an inviting path 
through the pastures, fringed with 
clover blooms and buttercups; but the 
lad held back. “Why don’t you want 
to come along this path?” I asked. 
“That path was made by the pigs,” he 
replied, “and before you git far you'll 
git into the awfullest patch of mire and 
weeds you ever saw.” How often, like 
Zedekiah, we start on a path without 
stopping to ask where it leads.—From 
Golden Hours. Sent by J. A. Clark, 
Wakefield, Eng. The prize for this week 
is awarded to this illustration. 


5) 4 
Oriental Lesson-Lights 


By George M. Mackie, D.D. 


Consular Chaplain and Church of Scotland 
Missionary to the Jews 


Te Chaldeans pursued after the 
king, and overtook him in the plains 
of Jericho (v. 5). Escape to Egypt was 
impossible as it was at the time under 
the power of the Chaldeans, and the 
only hope of the Jews was to get over 
the plain of Jericho and cross the ford 
of the Jordan above the Dead Sea, and 
so find refuge among the hills of 
Moab. (1) 


Slew the sons of Zedekiah before his 
eyes, and put out the eyes of Zedekiah 
(v. 7). The last use of his eyesight was 
thus to witness the death of his sons. 
The Chaldeans in warfare were notori- 
ous for their resort to what has been 
revived and. legitimated in the present 
war as “ruthlessness.” In besieging a 
town their regular custom was to set up 
sharpened stakes for the impaling of 
prisoners within sight of their people 
looking down from the walls. Another 
army order for the terrorizing of the 
enemy was the flaying alive of those 
who fell into their hands, (2) 


And he_burnt the house of Jehovah 
(v. 9). By a strange coincidence the 
destruction of the temple by the Chal- 
deans in 577 B. C., and by the Romans 
in A. D. 70, both occurred on the same 
day and month, Friday, August 9. It is 
one of the days of commemoration in 
the Jewish calendar, and is known as 
the oth of August Day. 

On that day in the synagogue the 
chairs and benches are overturned and 
littered about, and the Jews sit on the 
floor amid the confusion, and with 
c adles in their hands read the Lamenta- 
tions of Jeremiah, They say that when 
King Messiah comes that book will 
never be read any more, as sorrow and 
sighing will then flee away, and even 
the Passover with its memories of de- 
liverance will be forgotten in that su- 


preme and endless consolation of 
Israel. (3) 
ALEXANDRIA, Ecypt. 
we 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
we know that through thee freedom from 
the penalty and from the power of sin is 
offered to us. How may we tell thee of our 
gratitude for this! Surely not by cherishing 
any known sin. Surely not by preferring 
darkness to light, or the prison walls of 
self to the wide freedom of the life that thou 
art. Dear Lord, give us the spirit and de- 
sire of those who prefer freedom to bondage, 
and may whatever now holds us captive to 
sin be overcome by thy grace and power. 
In thy conquering name. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Did you ever wish 
you could just do as you please? Have 
you ever thought it would be great not 





to have to mind anybody, but to go 
where you like, when you please, and 
to do what you tell yourself to do, with 
no interference from anybody? Well, 
if that’s the sort of thing you want, 
then you like captivity. or freedom 
isn’t release from obedience. Not at 
all. The sheep that breaks away from 
the shepherd and gets caught in the 
briers hasn’t made a break for freedom, 
but for captivity. The boy who gets 
tired of authority, and decides to have 
his fling, thinks he will find freedom 
somewhere out there, but he doesn’t. 
He finds captivity. Because freedom 
is ours only when we obey the law and 
the love that seeks to have us live the 
truest life. 

Judah had been getting ready for cap- 
tivity. I’m going to ask Mr.—— (one of 
the two teachers previously notified) to 
read a part of Jeremiah’s prophecy 
about this,—Jeremiah 9: 7-16. Did you 
notice “because ... they have not 
obeyed”? 

“Will Miss—— tell us, from Kings 23: 
36 to 24:9 what preparation the kings 
of that time were making for captivity? 
Yes, just a continued story of doing 
evil, wasn’t it? So, as surely as they 
were getting ready for it by disobedi- 
> sown bondage drew its chains around 
them. 





INNING INTO APTIVITY 
AVED THRO’ HRIST 
WHICH ? 











Yes, the choice is ours. Christ takes 
care of the sin-question for us, if we 
will take from him the freedom he 


offers. Which do you prefer? Let us 
pray. 
Franoonia, N. H. 


rd 
Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“O my soul, bless thou Jehovah,” 
“O day of rest and gladness.” 
“*My soul be on thy guard.” 
“ Guide me, O thou great Jehovah.” 
“ Come, said Jesus’ sacred voice.” 
“TI need thee every hour.” 
“Have you forgotten God?” 
(References in parentheses are to the 
' metrical Psalm Book “Bible Songs.’’) 
Psalm 89 : 23-52 (180: 1, 5, 6, 16). 
Psalm 90: 1-17 (183: 1-3). 
Psalm 42: 1-11 (88: 1-3, 8). 
Psalm 137 : 1-6 (204: 1-4). 
Psalm 142: 1-7 (302: 1-3, 5, 6). 





[ Department Helps. 








For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON  Teacuinc. — Wrong-doing 
(sin) must be punished. 


Introduction—Nobody likes to be 
punished, yet when people disobey and 
do wrong they deserve punishment. 

Sometimes the children in a large 
family quarreled in their play. Mother 
told them that if they could not play 
nicely together she must separate them 
and send them to different places to 
think it over. 

In a few days another quarrel arose. 
Mother called the children and _ said, 
You know what I told you: Mother 
likes you to play together when 
you play right, but you have quarreled 
again. Fred may go to the front 
room by himself and close the door; 
Helen may go to the front bedroom 
upstairs; Minnie may go to her own 
room; Charlie may sit on the hall 
chair; Edith may sit on the stairs, and 
little brother may bring his little chair 
and sit beside Mother. Each of you 
is to think by yourself until you feel 
ready to play right with each other. 

A few minutes seemed a long time to 
each child, and each did a lot of think- 
ing. Helen remembered the chorus, 
“Love one another, thus saith the Saviour, 

Children, obey the Master’s blest com- 

mands.” 
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One by one the children called from 
their different places, and promised to 
do right. Soon Mother decided that they 
had thought long enough, so she let them 
come back, and they played without 
fussing. 

Review.—God gave a wonderful land 
to his people in which to live as long 
as they did right. Several kings made 
idols and altars, and taught the people 
to worship images. Again and again 
God sent prophets to warn them, Thou 
halt have no other gods before me. 
hey would not listen. God said they 
must be punished and sent to another 
land to think. 

When Manasseh put an idol in God’s 
temple and other images all over Jeru- 
salem, he -was sent away to Babylon, 
where he felt sorry and prayed, Forgive 
me my sins. God Reed and answered 
and allowed Manasseh to go back and 
be king once again in Jerusalem, 

Josiah the boy king was so good that 
God did not send punishment on all the 
people while Josiah lived, for he had 
cleaned God’s temple and destroyed all 
the images. 

Several wicked kings followed Josiah, 
so God’s punishment had to come. Once 
again he sent prophets to warn them, 
but they would not listen. 


Lesson Story.—Great armies came to 
try to destroy Jerusalem. Soldiers were 
everywhere around the city. Strong 
walls protected Jerusalem, the gates 
were shut, no one could go out or come 
in. The enemy built forts and watched. 
They pounded the walls to try to break 
them down. 

At first there was food enough for 
the people in the city. A year passed, 
food was scarce; another year passed 
and people began to starve. There was 
no more bread for the people. The city 
walls:were breaking. There was noth- 
ing to do but to give up. 

King Nebuchadnezzar and his army 
had waited almost two years to enter 
Jerusalem, The time had come. King 
Zedekiah of Jerusalem and some of his 
soldiers planned to get away through 
the king’s garden and out a the gate 
down a road between two walls. Be- 
fore they had gone many miles enemy 
soldiers chased them and took them 
prisoners, and carried the conquered 
king, Zedekiah, before King Nebuchad- 
nezzar, who was cruel and ordered the 
princes to be killed, and their father, 
King Zedekiah, to be bound with brass 
fetters and carried to the great city of 
— 

Then Nebuchadnezzar’s soldiers took 
away many soldiers. Also the treasures 
from God’s temple, the king’s palaces, 
and the homes of the great men. They 
even carried away wonderful brass 
pillars, with gold and silver dishes from 
God’s temple. They wanted to destroy 
everything. They carried these things 
away to use in Nebuchadnezzar’s pal- 
aces and temples in Babylon. 

Some very poor people were left in 
Jerusalem to work the land, because 
they knew how to care for the gardens 
and vineyards, Guards of soldiers were 
left to watch these people, to break 
down the city walls, God’s temple and 
the palaces, then to burn everything that 
would burn. Jerusalem was a heap of 
ruins. (Magazine or newspaper pictures 
may be found of cities devastated in 
France, which will give an idea of 
Jerusalem in ruins.) 

In far-away Babylon the Jews lived 
among people who did not worship the 
true God. Idols were everywhere. The 
Jews had to stop and think of their 
wrong-doing and sin. They knew that 
God had sent them to Babylon as a pun- 
ishment to think about their wrong- 
doing until they were ready to promise 
to do right. Sin brings trouble to any 
people. God sent word to them, I have 
no pleasure in the death of the wicked. 

Expression—Let us repeat and write 
one part of the Lord’s Prayer: For- 
give us our sins. 

Peoria, ILL, 


A choice book for teachers of girls is 
“The Girl in Her Teens,” by Margaret 
Slattery, obtainable from The Sunday 
School Times Company for 50 cents. 
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Pucker’s “ Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 


Pay Day.—/n the ninth year .. . Nebu- 
chadnezzar king of Babylon came (v. 1). 
“Of course he did,” safi teacher. “God 
had been warning Judah for a long 
time, through the prophets, that pun- 
ishment for their sins would surely 
come. But they didn’t believe it.” They 
thought, as boys to-day do, that because 
the awful results of sin do not come 
at once, they would never come. Boys 
do not see that one cigarette hurts them 
any, so they go on smoking. But 
teacher says the punishment is just pil- 
ing up and some day will sure come. 
He quoted somebody who said God 
doesn’t pay every night, but he always 
pays, and sin is the same way. Then 
he repeated that verse, “Whatsoever a 
man soweth that shall he also reap.” 


Overall Soldiers.—T7hére was no bread 
for the people of the land, and a breach 
was made in the city (ws. 3, 4). For 
a year and a half Jerusalem held out. 
But what Nebuchadnezzar couldn’t do 
by arms, old King Starvation did with 
hunger. They had to surrender for lack 
of food. Teacher says that is the big 
factor in the present war, and that we 
who are toa young to be soldiers in 
khaki, but have been doing our part in 
raising gardens, are soldiers in overalls, 
and victory depends on us. So we all 
agreed to raise fall gardens, even if so 
small they can be watered. (1) 


Moving-Pictures.—Thcy slew the sons 
of Zedckiah before his eyes, and put out 
the eyes of Zedekiah (v. 7). That was 
so he would always see in memory the 
picture of his sons’ death agony. 
Teacker thinks it was an awful punish- 
ment, but he thinks many a boy is stor- 
ing up something almost as bad for his 
old age. If we look at nasty pictures 
and scenes of sin, we are photographing 
them on our minds, and when we are 
old, even if we don’t go blind, those 
things will move along before our minds 
to haunt us. 

He told us about an art store down 
town where one window is full of fine 
pictures, trees, ocean, sunsets, and a 
glorious face of Christ. The other 
window is filled with posters of drunken 
men, dancing girls, and women in bath- 
ing suits. e says lots of men look at 
the bad window and very few at the 
good one. Then he quoted, “Whatso- 
ever things are pure, whatsoever things 
are lovely, whatsoever things are of 
good report; if there be any virtue and 
if there be any praise, think on these 
things.” 


Home Study for Next Week’s Lesson 
Read Ezekiel 34 

Whom did God mean by his sheep? 
(v. 11.) 

Who are God’s sheep now? 

Where were God’s people scattered? 

Who are the fat sheep? (v. 20.) 

Who was meant by “my servant 
David’? (v. 24.) 

What evil beasts need to be driven 
out of our own land? (v. 25.) 

Terre Haute, Inp. 


14 
My Class of Girls 


By Miss Bernice Frederick 


Retribution.—When Judah had sinned 
away her last day of grace and God had 
to scatter her in order to save the 
“remnant” the retribution was terrible, 
and, as was to be expected, Zedekiah 
tried to run away from it. You can 
always count on the leaders in sin try- 
ing to run away from its consequences. 
But it is useless, for sin must pay its 
debt and usually it also involves the in- 
nocent in great suffering. Annette in- 
troduced her friend Will to her friend 
Lucile, and in a short time discovered 
that these friends were developing a 
marked interest in each other. The 
venom of jealousy incited her mind and 
heart to try to destroy this mutual ad- 
miration by poisoning the mind of each 
against the other. The effectual ac- 
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complishment of her determination ne- 
cessitated her telling many untruths 
which spread and soon jeopardized the 
vopsiation of both her innocent victims. 

hen Will awakened to a realization 
of the situation he vowed to trace the 
stories to their source and punish the 
perpetrator. As Annette was the last 
person in the town whom he would sus- 
pect, it took quite a long time to fasten 
the blame unquestionably upon her. 
Legal steps were instituted. Annette 
suddenly decided to visit a friend in 
another state and experienced the hu- 
miliation of being deterred by an offi- 
cer in the railway station and being in- 
formed that she must remain at home 
subject to call or be put in jail. In the 
litigation that followed she was found 
guilty of slander and was fined heavily. 
Just retribution but, beside Lucile and 
Will, think of the many unfortunate 


‘witnesses dragged into such unpleasant- 


ness and the broken-hearted parents 
who had tried to rear Annette to be an 
honorable girl! 


Captivity.—Zedekiah’s physical cap- 
tivity came as a part of his retribution, 
but in reality he was long before a cap- 
tive to his sins. That is the kind of cap- 
tivity so many girls suffer to-day. It 
always leads sooner or later to definite 
retribution, but it also always hampers 
its victim’s life for a long time before 
open retribution. The girl who loves a 
“good time”. more than the improve- 
ment of her mind is a victim of constant 
fear of the professor’s discovering her 
cheating. The girl who lies is under 
the strain of remembering everything 
she says so her tales will not conflict. 
The girl who has a suspicious disposi- 
tion is tortured by the imaginary wrongs 
she suffers. The girl who loves the ad- 
miration of man more than the approval 
of God is buffeted by the fickle winds 
of human fancy. The girl who loves 
social position more than service to so- 
ciety is too busy inspecting the “rat- 
ings” of her suitors to enjoy the ex- 
quisite pleasure of searching for the 
golden heart. 


Freedom.—Every girl has her captor, 
her besetting sin, and some seem to 
have several captors all entangling and 
worrying them at once. It is sad to see 
a girl so enslaved, and it would be un- 
speakably pitiable if there were no hope 
of release. But all this slavery is un- 
necessary and (praise God) can be done 
away with without a struggle if only 
the victim is willing and really wants to 


be free. The only condition is that the 
wish be placed before our omnipotent, 
all-sufficient Saviour. 
Home Study for Next Week’s Lesson 
Read Ezekiel 34 
1. Describe the Oriental shepherd as 
pictured in the lesson. 


2. What happens to a “shepherd” girl 
who is remiss in her duty and privilege? 
(v. 10.) 

3. How can verse 18 apply to girls 
to-day? 

4. What girls are “fat” sheep and 
what girls are “lean” sheep? 

Kansas City, Mo. 





For Family Worship 
By the Rev. Joseph W. Kemp 





‘ 


HE Presbyterian Board of Publica- 

tion and Sabbath School Work have 
issued a helpful manual which readers 
will find valuable for their use in family 
worship. While deploring the absence 
of family worship from over 70 per- 
cent. of the families of the Presbyterian 
Church, the General Assembly calls the 
attention of the church to this distress- 
ing and dangerous fact. Dr. Veach, who 
las prepared the manual, has got to- 
gether a series of daily readings which 
covers the whole year. There are also 
valuable suggestions on home training 
and methods of family worship. The 
booklet is sold at 15 cents (Presby- 
terian Board, Philadelphia), and should 
F: in the hands not only of Presby- 
terians but of all who love the welfare 
of youth. 


August 20 to 26 


Mon.—Jer. 9: 7-16. Captivity of Judah Fore- 
told. 

Judgment has never fallen upon any 
people without warning. God warns as 
well as promises, He desires to take 
none by surprise, and ignorance of the 
issue of disobedience is inexcusable, for 
God’s signals are lowered to danger and 
threatening will be fulfilled as well as 
promise. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for all 
who go down to the sea in ships; and 
for all who do business-in great waters; 





for the men of the navy now engaged in 
the world war; for mine sweepers and 


The Lesson ‘Cartoon for This Week 
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hunters of the deadly submarine; for ~ 


men of the merchant ships and ocean- 
going lines. * 


Tues.—2 Kings 23 : 36 to 24: 29. Incompetent 
Rulers. 


Many rulers came to the throne not 
to add luster to the crown by wearing 
it, but to degrade it and have the shame 
of losing it. Do we control or are we 
controlled? Who is the sovereign over 
the inner realm of our spirit? Am I 
defeated or victorious? 


Prayer Succestions: Let us honestl 
bear our share of intercession on behalf 
of the world’s heavy burden and need. 
Pray earnestly for the statesmen of all 
the nations, that great wisdom may be 
given them, and that from all hearts may 
be taken hatred and acrimony. 


Wed.—2 Kings 24: ‘10-20. Captivity Begun. 


The prediction was at last fulfilled. 
It would seem that no class of people 
was able to put up any sort of a de- 
fense. God hands His people over to 
their captors and they go into a cap- 
tivity from which they have never re- 
turned. Sin is surely a hard master. 

Prayer Succestions: Let the chil- 
dren suggest the prayer topics for to- 
day. They have their own anxieties and 
peculiar burdens; there may be im the 
family some perplexity of heart which 
can be relieved by united prayer. A 
method such as this might go a long 
way to rid family worship of formalism. 


Thurs.—2 Kings 25: 1-12. Jerusalem Laid 
Waste. 

Nothing was deemed sacred to the 
ruthless aggressor. The city of the 
Great King lay a heap of ruins, and the 
temple with its furniture was given over 
to the mercy of the flame. Sin must be a 
most heinous thing: when it calls -for 
such a judgment.. 

PraYER SuGcEsTiIons: Let our prayers 
go up for Italy. The call to military 
service of a large percentage of pastors 
has been a serious blow to mission work. 
Something like 10000 copies of the 
New Testament and Scripture portions 
have been distributed among the Ital- 
ian soldiers; many now will read the 
Word for the first time. 


Fri.—2 Kings 25: 13-21. End of Judah. 


The lesson to-day completes the cal- 
amity so far as Judah is concerned. 
Sin, which had kept their fathers out 
of Canaan, now turned them out. For 
their iniquities they were punished and 
their land given to another. God's 
reluctance to punish must not be taken 
as an indication that he will not. 


PRAYER SuGcEsTions: Pray for the 
great Bible Conferences throughout the 
country. For Northfield, Stony Brook, 
Mountain Lake Park, Lake Orion, and 
a host of others. Pray for the speakers, 
and that the influence of these gather- 
ings may extend to the entire country. 


Sat.—2 Kings 17: 1-8. End of Israel. 


Such was the melancholy end of Is- 
rael as a separate kingdom, and the rea- 
sons for these devastating judgments, 
hitherto delayed, may be summed up in 
the one word, “Idolatry.” To be swept 
out of his sight is the fate of obstinate 
rejection of his will and grace. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
nations which have not yet cast off the 
yoke of intemperance. America and 
England continue to use food grains in 
the manufacture of strong drink which 
if kept for food would go a long way 
to help feed the world’s starving. 


Sun.—2 Kings 17: 9-23. Sin the Cause of 
Disaster. 

One of the characteristics of Israel’s 
sin was that it was done “secretly” 
(v. 9). Sin covered is no less sinful. 
As he thinketh within himself so is he, 
whatever his cloak may be. Varnish is 
convenient and cheap, but it is laid only 
on the surface of things. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray to be able 
to do something to-day just for Jesus’ 
sake. Not for the love of His work or 
to please His servants in the church, but 
simply for Him. For grace to be sepa- 
rate from all false-loves and have the 
heart wrapped up in Christ alone. 

Forest Huts, L. I. 
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LESSON FOR AUG 26 (2 Kings 2s : 1-21) 


Uncle Robert’s Pumpkin Plan 
By Adelbert F. Cakdwell 


T HAD been a perfect stay-out-of- 

doors day. Halstead and Phil Mor- 
rison had just come from the field in 
the big “bumpity” red truck wagon, 
with Uncle Robert, and were helping 
him unharness the strong, gentle team 
of horses, which had already given 
them so many fine rides over the splen- 
did large farm. 

“My!” exclaimed Halstead, as_ the 
boys started towards the house for sup- 

r, “I wish Floyd Tucker and Ted 
Tolbused could have the good times 
we're having.” 

“So do—I,” added Phil, generously. 
“And I'd like also to see Bob Bently 
have a bit of our fun. Gee! ’twould be 
—great!” ; 

"It would be just dandy if we could 
box up some of it later, to take to 
them, each one, when we have to go 
back to Paxton to school,” was Hal- 
stead’s deliberate response, as Uncle 
Robert and the two boys entered to- 
gether the cool, inviting kitchen to 
wash, 

“If you can’t take them the experi- 
ences you’ve had on the farm, you can 
box up, literally, something when you 
do leave, that will give the fellows you 
mention a good time at home,” re- 
marked Uncle Robert, mysteriously; 
“something that will furnish them lots 
of fun,” pouring out a quart dipper of 
hot water into the bright tin wash- 
basin before him. 

“What?” questioned both boys, 
eagerly. 

“Pumpkins,” returned Uncle Robert, 
promptly, with a twinkle in his eyes. 

“Pumpkins—for a good—time!” ex- 
claimed Phil, wonderingly. 

“Oh, you mean to make pies of,” and 
Halstead looked at Uncle Robert quiz- 
zically. 

“No; not this kind,” and Uncle Robert 
stepped to the roller-towel near the 
door. “They’re too hard to raise for 
that! Whoever heard of pumpkins, 
with names grown on them, used for 
pies!” with a merry laugh. “Just com- 
mon ones are good enough to be eaten.” 

“But I don’t understand,” declared 
Phil, plainly puzzled. 

“Nor I,” put in Halstead. “Named 
pumpkins! I never heard of that kind.” 

“It’s the sort we used to make 
Jack-o’-lanterns of, your father sand I, 
when we were boys,” explained Uncle 
Robert, reflectively. “And we used to 
have some great surprises with them 
every fall.” 

“But can we——’ 

“Surely,” and Uncle Robert and the 
boys sat down to the table. 


, 
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Neither Halstead nor Phil ate much, 
so interested were they in what Uncle 
Robert called his “pumpkin plan.” 

“We'll have to begin to prepare them,” 
directed Uncle Robert, “a long time be- 
fore Hallowe’en; indeed, many. weeks. 
That’s why I am suggesting it now, so 
early in summer.” 

“After the pumpkins begin to get large 
as, say, a two-quart dish, you'll want 
to select the roundest ones—the ones to 
be named.” 

“I don’t understand what you mean 
by ‘named,’ said Phil, in a quandary. 
“Do you just call them some name; is 
that what you mean?” 

“No; the plan is to have the name 
grow on them, as I’ve hinted before. 
That’s the point where the mystery 
comes in,” replied Uncle Robert. 

“I—I don’t see—” 

“It’s this way,” resumed Uncle Rob- 
ert, smiling. “As soon as the pumpkins 
are about grown, : fully so, before 
they begin to turn yellow, you must 
start to name them. One mustn’t wait 
too long, to get the best results. 

“You can call them; let me see if I 
can remember! Yes; I think so. One 
- is to be Floyd, another Ted, 

n = 

“The third Bob,” interrupted Hal- 
stead, excitedly. 

“Very good. The first thing to be 
done is to cut these names in a piece 
of cloth; that’s better than paper. 
Then one of the pieces of cloth con- 
t‘ining ~ name may be pasted on a 
green pumpkin. 

“The name part will be exposed to 
the sun, you see, and so will become in 
a few days a rich golden yellow. That 
part of the cloth from which the name 
is cut will protect the portion of the 
rind around the letters from the light, 
and that, accordingly, will remain green, 
a green background for the yellow let- 
ters of each boy’s name.” 
wr that be a surprise!” declared 

1l. 

“I should say so,” agreed Halstead, 
emphatically. “Can we do it!” 

“Certainly,” consented Uncle Robert. 

“Good!” exclaimed both the boys at 
once. 

“Another thing you must be careful 
to do to ensure success,” cautioned Un- 
cle Robert. “There must be some large 
deep boxes taken into the field, which 
will have to be placed over the pump- 
kins every night, to keep the dew off 
the cloth. The pumpkins must also be 
covered up with boxes during a rain- 
storm. This mustn’t be forgotten.” 

“We'll not forget,” promised Hal- 
stead and Phil, promptly. 

“My! won’t Ted, Bob, and Floyd be 
surprised, jn the fall, when they see 
their namesake Jack-o’-lanterns!” and 
Halstead could not conceal his delight 
a. the thought of the fun in store for 
em. 

“I should say- they will,” agreed Phil, 
quickly. “Uncle Robert, your pumpkin 
plan is splendid!” 


GREENCASTLE, INp. 
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Will You Volunteer ? 


A saNe man, unmarried, who has 
had business training, and preferably 
experience in the retail book trade, is 

ssired is assistant sales manager for 
the Mission Book Company, Shanghai. 
This company is a union of the sales 
departments of The Methodist Pub- 
lishing House in China and the Pres- 
byterian Mission Press. The position 
carries special responsibilities for de- 
veloping the trade in English and 
American books, advertising, and culti- 
vation of the .needs of the outport 
felds. 

Either a Methodist or Presbyterian is 
preferred, but the right man from any 
evangelical church will be welcomed. 
The candidate should be on the field 
this autumn or early in 1918: Applica- 
tion may be made to the Board of For- 
eign Missions of the Methodist Episco- 
pal Church, 150 Fifth Avenue, or to the 
Board of Foreign Missions of the Pres- 
byterian Church, 156 Fifth Avenue, New 
York City. 
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A Hundred Million Dishes of 
Puffed Wheat and Rice 


To-day, as we write this, we have urgent 
orders for 100 million dishes of Puffed Grains. 
Yet our mills have been running night and day 
for ‘months. 


This is a Puffed Grain summer. Wherever you go, 
morning, noon and night, the favorite food is Puffed Wheat 
or Puffed Rice—amillions of dishes per day. 


Because people are coming to whole-grain foods, and 
they want them made wholly 
digestible. 

That means Puffed Grains 
—grains steam exploded, with 
every food cell broken. Grains 
toasted in a fearful heat. Then 
shot from guns—puffed to eight 
times normal size. 





Like Puffed Nut Meats 
on Ice Cream - ° 


Prof. Anderson’s process 


makes whole grains like confections. 
bubbles, much like airy nut meats. 


But it also makes them scientific foods, of which every 
atom feeds. Never before was wheat, rice or corn so fitted 


for food as in Puffed Grains. 


| Puffed Puffed 
Wheat Rice 


and Corn Puffs 
Each 15c Except in Far West 


It makes thin, flavory 








Puffed Grains are served at every meal, between meals 
and at bedtime. They so easily Fe that millions of 
mothers make them the night dish. Also the playtime foods. 


Every ounce is an ounce of clear nutrition, fitted for 
quick, complete digestion. Yet the grains seem like con- 
fections. Keep all three kinds on hand. 








Noon or Night, Like Airy Bubbles 
in a Bowl of Milk 


The Quaker Oats @mpany 


Sole Makers 


In the Morning with Cream and 
Sugar or Mixed with Fruit 
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Wilson 


Memorial 
Academy 


Nyack-cn-the-Hudson 


Regingnes under 
Board of Regents. 

Affiliated with Missionary Institute. 

A Boarding School for Boys and 
Girls, 

Highest Academic Standards com- 
bined with wholesome home life and 
finest natural surroundings. ‘Terms 
very moderate. 

Write for catalog to 


Rev.W.M.Turnbull, D.D.,risdpatNyack, N.Y. 


New York State 











The School of Bible Study of 


Valparaiso University 


The highest grade of instruction 
at the lowest €xpense. Courses 
leading to the degree of Bachelor 
of Divinity, and to certificates 
for those who desire to become 
a pastor’s secretary. Catalog 
mailed free. Address 
THE SCHOOL OF BIBLE STUDY 











Valparaiso University Valparaiso, Indiana 








ma "REAL _ MODERN COLLEGE! 


The James Millikin University 


A Digietinn College Offering Classical 
aa 

Decatur College ~ hs courses in Liberal Arts, En- 
gineering, Domestic Economy, anual ‘Training, Edu- 
cation, Library Management, Commerce and Finance, 
Music; full Preparatory courses in the Academy, 
State Teachers* Certificates granted graduates School 
of Education. Demand for teachers greater than sup- 
ply. Athletics and gymnasium classes for both men 
and women; Military and Red Crosstraining. Seven 
beautiful new buildings, including a hall for women, 
Adequate equipment and faculty. Fine spirit. Ex- 
penges reasonable. Opportunities for self help and 
scholarship privileges. Half tuition to qoaiane 
for ministry and children of ministers. a thou- 
sand students, For full information address the 

sident, Decatur, Illinois. 














FOR CHRISTIANS ONLY —__ 
Shall We Smite with the Sword ? ? 


A Question for 

the Present Moment citi Mauro 
Price: 3 centseach: two for 
§ cents; 25 cents a dozen. 


Bible Truth Depot - Swengel, Pa. 














YOU CAN AFFORD eee 


songs, words and music. No. 1 and 2 combined per 
bundred, l0¢acopy. £. A. K, HACKETT, Fort Wayne, ind. 
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Hesk ==5 ings Co. 
BRANCHES: 

toa, New York, Phila., Chicago, Louisville, Dallas 
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In ordering goods, or in making in- 
quiry concerning anything advertised in 
this paper u will oblige the publishers, 
as well as the advertiser, by statitig that 


the advertisement in The Sun- 
School Times. 


you saw 


day 








The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 





Sunday, August 26 


Thou Shalt Love Thy Neighbor as 
Thyself (Gal. 5: 13-26). 
(Temperance Topic) 

“Love Thy Neighbor.” 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week.. 


Mon.—The saloon tested (Matt. 7 : 15-20). 

Tues.—The saloon’s fate (Deut. 17 : 1-7). 

Wed.—The saloon beast (Rev. 13: 1-9). 

Thurs.—Neighborly responsibility (Mar 
12: 28-34). 

Fri.--Our example (Rom. 14: 15-23). 

Sat.—Who is our neighbor? (Luke 10: 


30-37.) 











Why must we love others as ourselves? 
Why is indifference to the saloon a sin? 
What can we do to abolish the saloon? 


O MAN ever opened or operated a 

saloon for love of his neighbors. A 
few times saloons have been opened with 
the eccentric idea that men must as- 
semble to drink and that the church 
should provide them the opportunity, 
but these experiments soon collapsed. 
The saloon business can’t exist when 
the love motive comes in. It depends 
on the commercial motive alone, the 
motive that will do anything for money, 
buy and sell the bodies and souls of men 
and women, and make anything what- 
ever a means of gain. The saloon is a 
purely selfish institution and the most 
heartlessly selfish institution in the 
world, next to war. And war can be 
waged against evil, but the saloon can 
be carried on only against good. 

The saloon must go. “From the so- 
cial and economic standpoint,” says Dr. 
John Haynes Holmes, “nothing can be 
said in defense of the liquor traffic. It 
is inextricably mixed up with every so- 
cial evil. Prostitution, poverty, disease, 
degeneracy, insanity, industrial acci- 
dents, crime—all present the liquor 
question as a complicating factor, if not 
an actual determining cause. No far- 
reaching. and permanent accomplish- 
ments along the lines of social progress 
can be hoped for until the manufacture, 
sale, and use of alcoholic beverages has 
been absolutely prohibited, in the home 
as well as in the saloon, by the rich as 
well as the poor, in times of peace as 
well as in times of war. Organized 
labor should be the leader in this cru- 
sade. To fail or falter, for reasons 
purely selfish, means a betrayal of that 
great cause of human betterment to 
which labor is dedicated.” 


w 

The saloon is operated largely by for- 
eigners. In New Jersey it is said that 
of the saleonkeepers “only 8 percent. 
are native whites of native parents, 
while 77 percent. are foreign-born 
whites. The percentage of saloonkeep- 
ers in the United States who are native 
whites of native parents is 18, while 
the percentage of foreign-born saloon- 
~~ Ly throughout the entire country 
is 

be 

Those who love their neighbors will 
fight the saloon. “The Wet People say,’ 
says Professor O’Shea in The Worker, 
“Tt is mone of the state’s business 
whether an individual drinks or does 
not drink. Whe state must keep its 
hands off from an indiv‘dual’s private 
life. If a man wants to drink himself 
to Hades it is his own affair.’ 


“What attitude will the school men of 
this state take toward this conflict? 
Will they remain neutral? Is it any of 
their business whether or not the saloon 
continues to wreck the bodies, minds, 
and morals of people? Every school 
man in this state knows that the schools 
could do better work than they do if 
there were no saloons. Every teacher 
realizes the necessity of trying to build 
up resistance in the young to the se- 
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ductions of the saloon. This being the 
case, we ask again—have the school peo- 

p*: in this state any vital interest in Pine 
question of whether the state will be- 
come dry or remain wet?” 


ye 

“One of the most pitiful objects in all 
the world, it seems to me,” says Luther 
Burbank in the same little paper, “is 
the workingman who has a family and 
is subject to the saloon insanity. Not 
only must he suffer, but every one con- 
nected with him in any way, everywhere, 
and at all times. The saloon, in my 
opinion, is the center of more unrest, 
dissatisfiction, disturbance, economical 
waste, grief, pain, sorrow, and unhap- 
piness than anything else which exists 


(Lesson for Aug 26) 
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in the world to-day, That sooner or 
later the saloon or the race must go, 
ev ry thoughtful. person must see. 
Which shall it be?” 

v4 


If the liquor business loved the state 
would it be such a lawbreaker as it 
always is? 


In time of peac: the liquor business 
consumes a great deal of grain. It is 
the farmer’s friend! In time of war it 
consumes very little grain. It is the 
enemy of no one! Which does it 
really do? 

Love worketh no ill to his neighbor. 
The saloon works nothing else. 


New York Criry. 








The-Shoes Your Feet Have Been Waiting. For 


OW there’s a new summier shoe with a 
new mame and a new comfort. Keds. 
Every summer day is a Ked day. These neat, 
shapely shoes are for work or sport, vacation or 


outing, home or party. 


And there are styles for every member of the family, 
Comfortable coolness for weary, pavement-pounded business feet; 
with fashionable appearance for morning-till-night household feet; 





perfect ease 


grow and wear to romp for tireless little play feet. . 
Keds have light, cool tops of finest canvas and resilient, flexible soles and 


heels of new rubber. 


From $1.25 
- $1.50 f to 
AL up camprineE $2.00 


Keds 


Ask your dealer for Keds under these names: 





Each grade carries with it the reputation of the largest rubber manufacturer 
in the world. Each pair carries with it comfort, satisfaction, style and economy, 


United States Rubber Company 


New York 
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‘*Here is a Boy. 
What is that Teacher's business? 


the Book and the Boy. 
know only the Boy, he will fail. 
with God's blessing, hope to succeed.”’ 


own book is an admirable example. 





In front of him is a Teacher. 
To get the Book into the Boy's miad. 
Boy's heart no Teacher can get the Book. 
the Teacher can get the Book into the Boy's head provided he know two things— 
If he know only the Book, he will fall short of his task. 
But if he know both the Book and the Boy, he can, 


GOD’S BOY 


By A. F. SCHAUFFLER, D.D., President New York City Mission Society 


In his hand each holds the Bible. 
Into the 
That is the work of the Holy Spirit. But 


Ifhe 


Thus, in arresting fashion, does Dr. Schauffler describe a process of which his 
He undoubtedly possesses the dual knowledge of 
which he speaks, and the results of such equipment are every- 
where apparent in this book of fine Bible-talks. 


$1.15 postpaid 
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